THE 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


Vou, XLIL. MARCH, 1862, No. 38. 


THE YUNESELON. 
BY REV. DR. MASON, TOUNGOO, BURMAH. 


The Salwen has no large tributaries. The valley through which it runs is so nar- 
row, that its feeders, which enter it at right angles from the mountains, are mere 
creeks ; and the streams admitted to the dignity of rivers, come in at acute angles 
from their sources, and often run many miles nearly parallel with the parent river. 

On ascending the Salwen from Maulmain, the first considerable tributary is the 
Yuneselon, whose mouth on the west side is about seventy miles above Maulmain, in 
latitude 17° 21’. Its sources are in about 18° 50’, where I have stood and looked 
down on the Salwen, not twenty miles distant. Its general course of one hundred 
miles in a straight line, but doublé that by its banks, is nearly parallel with the 
course of the Sitang, at an average distance of forty or fifty miles. High mountains 
bound the valley through which it runs, on each side, so precipitous on the east that 
the rocks often come tumbling down like avalanches in the rains. One hill was 
pointed out to me, which, a few years ago, was the site of a flourishing village; but 
a portion of the mountain above it came tumbling down suddenly, and buried every 
house, and nearly every inhabitant of the place, almost instantaneously, and built 
up a high monumental hill on the site. 

Near the head of the river, the water-shed rises in a nearly perpendicular wall, 
and the north-west side is a precipice of more than a thousand feet high, at the base 
of which is one of the sources of Yau creek, a tributary of Thouk-ye-khat river, 
which falls into the Sitang about five miles south of Toungoo. While standing on 
the dizzy height of this wall, and looking into the deep chasm beneath, the eye 
glances on the mountains at the south side with a white streak of foam from a falling 
brook, that pitches into the deep with leap after leap, of some five hundred feet at a 
jump, like an antelope springing from rock to rock. This is the southern source of 
Yau creek, called Htie-wa-htsay, or the ‘‘cascades of white water.’’ 

For ethnological purposes, the valleys of Yau creek and Yuneselon river may be: 
regarded as one, running in a north-westerly and south-easterly direction, and 
stretching from the vicinity of Toungoo to the plains of Maulmain. This valley has. 
been for many generations the principal seat of the Sgau Karens east of the Sitang 
river. No Sgaus are found north of the mouth of Yau creek. The Thouk-ye-khat 
divides the Sgau and the Bghai, as marked as the Tweed does the Southern and the 
Scot. Eastward, beyond the Salwen river, to Zimmay, and even to the vicinity of 
the Cambodia river, are scattered small villages of Sgau Karens; and it is possible 
they have entered Burmah from that direction ; but so far as our present information 
goes, that country is not their home. On the west side of the Sitang river, there are 
no Bghais; but there are Sgaus from the north of Yemethen to Bassein. I cannot 
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discover that these different sections of the nation have separated from each other in 
Toungoo ; and incline to the belief that they are different streams of emigrants, that 
have diverged from each other at some point north of us. All the Sgaus known may 
be traced to one or other of these two streams. Those of Arracan and Pegu, when 
traced back, appear to converge to some point in the neighborhood of Ava; while 
those of Siam, Tenasserim, and Martaban, may be traced up to the Bghais; and we 
know, from their own traditional poetry, that the Bghais came down from the vicin- 
ity of Bamo, a hundred and fifty miles above Ava, and they probably drove the Sgaus 
before them from the same region. 

A quarter of a century ago, the valley of the Yuneselon and Yau was the most pop- 
ulous Sgau region known ; and it had manifestly been so in previous generations ; for 
I found the Karens of Tavoy and Mergui with distinct traditions of having come 
originally from Toungoo ; and this has been since confirmed by certain peculiarities 
of dialect, identical with what is now heard in the Yau valley ; while the Maulmain 
dialect coincjdes with that spoken on the Yuneselon, to which region tradition points 
their origin. The water-shed wall is not more marked in dividing the waters, than 
it is in dividing the dialects. 

The Karens of the Yuneselon have been remarkable, for several generations, for the 
impostors that have successively risen up among them; who with religious preten- 
sions cover political projects. They begin as Boo-khos, heads or leaders of worship, 
and exhort the people to meet together for singing and prayer. The Boo-kho teaches 
them to pray that the long oppressed Karen nation, who have no books, no king, no 
government, may speedily be delivered from their enemies. If he succeeds in gather- 
ing together a sufficient number of followers, his’next step is to declare himself, what 
the Burmese denominate, a Men-loung ; an embryo king, or ruler. 

In the early days of the Karen Mission, there was a distinguished Boo-kho in the 
centre of the Yuneselon country, whose fame reached down to Maulmain, and notices 
of him are first seen in Dr. Judson’s journals, as a Karen prophet.* In subsequent 
years, Mr. Vinton often mentions meeting Karens who professed faith in him; and 
in 1837, when Mr. Vinton and myself tried to go up to the sources of the Yuneselon 
and over into Toungoo, we met the man. His pretensions then were of a religious 
character ; for the district was then tributary to the Burmese, and he was biding his 
time. But a few years afterwards he threw off the mask, declared himself a Men- 
loung, and proclaimed the independence of the Karens. When a Burmese force was 
sent against him, he met it, put it to rout, and drove every Burman out of the 
country. 

Subsequently, the Burmese sent up a larger army, when Men-loung was killed in 
battle, and his followers dispersed with great slaughter. 

At the period of my visit, the Yuneselon was the most populous Karen region had 
seen; and as we journeyed slowly up the country, two weeks’ travel, we met with 
ready listeners to the truth in every village. Still, none were quite ready to rise up 
and build. ‘The prophet’’ was too intent on advancing his own interests, to favor 
‘the introduction of a new claim upon the attention of the people ; and a few Burmese 
government spies, true to the instincts of Buddhism, frowned upon us, though con- 
‘stantly civil. They knew they had us in their power. When our provisions gave 
out, and we required rice for ourselves and our men, none was allowed to be sold to 
us. Wherever we went and asked to purchase, the constant reply was, ‘‘We have 
none.’’ There was no alternative but to return. Mr. Vinton was anxious to leave 
one of his best assistants among the people ; but he was not willing to stay. He did 
not think the prospects would justify the hope of much success; ang did not like to 
be left there alone. 


* See Life of Dr. Judson, Vol. 2, p. 49. 
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No missionary had been on the Yuneselon since, unless Mr. Hibbard has visited a 

few villages near the mouth of the river ;* and it occurred to me last dry season, to 
-make a tour into the upper part of the valley, which Mr. Vinton and myself had been 
prevented from visiting. In the interval, another Men-loung had arisen, who waged 
war with the English from their first occupancy of the country, and proved for a 
time more than their match. The English can fight pitched battles, but can do little 
in jungle warfare. This Men-loung not only made himself king of the Yuneselon, 
but he came down half way to Shwaygyeen, to the old Burmese town of Kyouk-gyee, 
where the English forces met him, and finally drove him back to his mountain fast- 
ness; but not without the loss of several lives. There he remained for two or three 
years, the English government making feeble atteyn})'s at intervals to take him, but 
without success. The poor Karens were the greatest sufferers. If they supplied 
Men-loung with food, the English burned their villages; and if they did not supply 
him, he took swift vengeance, killing the men, and carrying off their wives and chil- 
dren into slavery. He had allied himself with the Eastern Red Karens, who became 
his principal supporters ; and they have been known to take off two hundred persons, 
to send into slavery, in a single drove. Between the two belligerents, the country 
was made a desert. Two or three years ago, Capt. D'Oyly, the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Toungoo, succeeded in driving Menloung into the country of his friends, 
the Eastern Red Karens, where he remains to this day ; and the English, after he left, 
established a fort on the Yuneeelon, and occupied it with what the papers called a 
«Karen levy,’’ not knowing that it was mainly made up of Shans who had been in 
Menloung’s service; and who enlisted for the sake of the pay. Every man was a 
dacoit ; but the English officer who commanded them was alike ignorant of their ante- 
cedents, and of the courses they followed while under his command. They plundered 
every Karen village they could reach, often shooting down the people who ran away 
from them. I have seen one young man who had been disabled for life in this way, 
by a shot in his knee, and he told me another man was shot dead by his side, while 
trying to escape from these desperadoes. When no more plunder could be had, no 
provisions obtained, the ‘‘Karen levy’’ took their arms, with ten thousand rounds of 
ammunition, and walked off into the Shan states and Karenee. Since that time, the 
English have left the country to take care of itself, which the inhabitants think a 
great improvement on being under ‘‘ English protection.’’ 

Such a history, fresh in the memory of the people, is not a very favorable intro- 
duction to the missionary. Mr. Cross accompanied me to the two English villages 
on the Yuneselon, and I refer to his published journal for the details of our tour to 
this point. After his return, I went three marches farther down the stream ; beyond 
which I found the country was a desert without inhabitants, till reaching the vicinity 
of the region 1 had visited from Maulmain ; and I saw nothing to gain by pursuing 
my journey in that direction. 

I visited the sites, or passed in view of about thirty villages, of which not more 
than half a dozen are now inhabited. Many have fled over the southern hills to the 
head waters of the Belin river, some of whom have passed down into the Tenasserim 
provinces ; but more have died or been carried into slavery. The few that remain 
appear to have lost heart, and seem to take no interest in anything. They have been 
imposed upon so often, have so frequently listened to teachers with new doctrines 
which have proved false, and their hopes have been so repeatedly disappointed, that 
it is difficult to obtain their ears for the gospel. They have no positive objection to 
raise, but they are apathetic. 


* See Magazine for September, 1860, p. 323. 
+ See Magazine for August, 1861, pp. 284-286. 
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On my return, I made a detour, so as to take in by the way the mountain from 
which the Yuneselon rises. It is the highest mountain known in Burmah, estimated 
at eight thousand feet high ; and here, on its very summit, looking down on the river 
in its whole course, and on the length and breadth of the land from the Meinam 
mountains to the hills of the [rrawadi, I unexpectedly met the most promising con- 
gregation I had found in the district. Here were eleven men and women travelling 
over the mountain, and they manifested much interest in the gospel message. After 
conversation we had worship, and, on the highest point in Burmah, the name of 
Christ was proclaimed for the first time to an attentive audience. Here I preached 
to them, prayed with them, and the dozen Christians in my company joined in sing- 
ing praises to God ; after which all the heathen auditors promised to abandon their 
heathenish practices and become Christians. 

This mountain the Karens call Thau-thee, signifying ‘‘As much as a comb.” 
The summit is a bare hill with a steep ascent on one side, and rounded on the margin 
by precipices on the other sides in view, 80 as to give it in the distance no unapt re- 
semblance to the little wooden comb which the Karen man sticks slantingly in the 
knot of hair which he twists up on the top of his head. Tradition says the name was 
given it, because in the days of the flood all the earth was covered with water, except 
the topmost point of this mountain, where ‘‘as much as a comb’’ was left dry. The 
mountain figures in Karen poetry, as a place where the Karens had formerly gone in 
the midst of persecution to worship God; and as one where,God would appear for 
their deliverance. I met with the following lines at Tavoy more than a quarter of a 
century ago. 


“God will come and bring the great Thau-thee; 
We must worship, both small and great. 

The great Thau-thee, God created; 

Let us ascend and worship. 

There is a great mountain in the ford; 

Can you ascend and worship God? 

There is a great mountain in the way; 

Are you able to ascend and worship God? 

You call yourselves the sons of God; 

How many evenings have you ascended to worship God? 
You call yourselves the children of God; 


How often have you ascended to worship God? 


BASSEIN MISSION. waiting, and we hope that soon a score 
or even more will there be numbered 
among the professed friends of Jesus. 
They have already bought a number of 
Testaments and hymn books, have made 
a contribution of mats for our school, 
built the preacher’s house, (he paying 
for part of the materials) and furnished 
rice, &c., for his family. Even some of 
the heathen neighbors aided in the work 
on the house. 


LETTER FROM MR. VAN METER. 


New Outstations—Encouraging Progress. 

Bassein, Sept. 10, 1861.—The germ of 
a new and flourishing church is now 
safely planted, as we trust, at ‘“‘Myat- 
lay-khyoung,”’ the new interest near 
Bassein, of whose beginning I have al- 
ready written. The preacher seldom 
comes in without bringing some new con- 
verts with him. Yesterday, Poh Kway, 


one of the Sgau ordained preachers, whom 
I had requested to visit them, baptized 
six, all heads of families. Others are 


School at Bassein. 


We can now work more freely in our 
school as we have just received the ex- 


Fig 
4 
2 
j 
34 
‘ 
= 
4 
\, 
it 
| 
i, 
‘ 
: 
3 
A 


1862.] 


pected aid of 200 rupees, through our 
highly esteemed friend, Judge Wylie, of 
Caleutta, so well known as a most liberal 
and earnest friend to our missions. We 
are laboring with much satisfaction in 
our school ; the pupils seem to prize their 
advantages. They engage with diligence 
and cheerfulness in all the tasks assigned 
them, whether of work or study, from six 
o'clock in the morning until eight o’clock 
in the evening. 

A Work of Promise among Burmans— 

Contributions. 

The prospects among the Burmese are 
becoming more and more encouraging. 
More or less strangers are in, every Sab- 
bath. Quite a number of additional seats 
have been put into the chapel within a 
few weeks past ; but there are very few 
vacant. 

Old Ko Bike has brought in a handful 
of pice for the ‘contribution box’’ for 
two or three Sabbaths past. Upon in- 
quiring where they came from, he said 
that eight of them were from a heathen 
family living near him, and the rest were 
from his own household. The said box 
has been in use for only four weeks, and 
it has already received quite an addition 
to its original weight. We were glad to 
see Ko Bike’s contributors present yester- 
day at both services, and especially to 
witness their marked attention and seem- 
ing interest in all that was said and done. 

Shwey Dike, a young man who was 
excluded at the time of Mr. Stevens’ visit, 
nearly a year since, was present. He ap- 
peared well, and says that he still reads 
his Christian books, observes religious 
duties, and tries to teach others. For 
the past two Sabbaths we have directed 
the minds of the members specially to the 
duty of effort and prayer for their rela- 
tives ; telling them what Christians at 
home are doing in our noon day prayer 
meetings and elsewhere. 

Moung Op, the assistant, who conducts 
the Sabbath exercises, needs instruction 
and guidance, and I am trying to give it 
to him. Stopped him to-day in reading 
the 2nd chapter of 2nd Peter, which I 
knew he did not understand, much less 


Maulmain Mission.—Letter from Mr. Hibbard. 69 


the heathen, if even the Christians did ; 
and suggested to him the 8th of Matthew. 
I now direct him to come to me always 
before choosing his subject, and I will ad- 
vise him in the selection, &c. 


Setting Things in Order. 


15.—A day of setting things in order. 
Some of the members of the church have 
absented themselves habitually, although 
not, perhaps, without some excuse ; and 
the Chinese also two or three Sabbaths at 
a time, saying they were away from the 
city on business. We had sent word to 
the delinquents. Two were present whom 
we had not seen for three months. ‘They 
were told that this could not be allowed 
any longer. Any one absenting himself 
again for a length of time without good 
reason, must be dealt with. If they were 
Christians and loved Jesus, they would 
love to meet with his people, and would 
not neglect the house of God ; and if they 
were not Christians, we did not want 
them in the church. The Chinese traders 
were advised to make their arrangements 
so as not to be absent over one Sabbath. 
When absent, they always try to be with 
some of the Karen churches, and never 
do any business on Sunday. Four of 
the Chinese members were present. Two 
other Chinamen came to-day for the first 
time ; they say they are believers, and 
wish to meet with us. One of them isa 
good reader. ‘They are from Pekin, and 
have not been here long. Many strangers 
were in to-day, who remained during the 
whole service, and gave good attention. 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. HIBBARD. 
Benevolence and Missions. 


Maulmain, Oct. 17, 1861.—I read your 
remarks in the circular with feelings of 
pain and sadness. I am pained now as [ 
look at them,—not that you have written, 
for that was necessary; but pained be- 
cause of the necessity. It is true, our 
brethren at home are paying large sums 
in men and treasure; but then how very 
small a per centage of what remains 
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would meet every want of the missions ; 
yea, and double their force and efficiency ! 
But it is withheld. This is what pains 
me. I trust that one of the lessons learn- 
ed in this time of trial will be, that it is 
easy to find means to give to a cause in 
which we are thoroughly interested. 


Do Missionaries Give? 


The question may sometimes arise in 
the minds of our brethren, Do the mis- 
sionaries themselves give to the cause of 
missions? Or do they excuse themselves 
on the ground of their having given their 
own lives to the work? Let me say to 
such that we do not thus excuse ourselves. 
Missionaries do give liberally and regu- 
larly, month by month and year by year. 
Even those who are unable to lay up 
anything, and those who often find them- 
selves in debt at the end of the year, thus 
give. I do not believe there is an excep- 
tion among all your missionaries. I know 
there is not among those who have been 
my associates in this city. And yet it is 
not supposed that all missionaries, in this 
respect, do all that is required of them. 


PROME MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KINCAID. 
Support of Assistants. 


Prome, Oct. 5, 1861.—We have two 
churches which can aid in supporting a 
native ministry, one in Prome and one 
in Enma. All the other Christians are 
widely scattered, one and two and three 
in a village ; and then, multitudes of par- 
tially enlightened and inquiring heathen, 
who need line upon line in order to un- 
derstand the way of life. It would be 
better to withdraw half the missionaries 
in Burmah, than to dismiss the assist- 
ants. After the warning in your circu- 
lar, if I continue to pay these men, I may 
ultimately find there is no appropriation 
for them. If it so turns out, I can blame 
no one but myself. Night and day the 
subject has weighed heavily on my mind. 
Shall I trust in God and go forward? I 
have no promise of assistance. Can I 
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hope for aid? I have a deep conviction 
that I should go on, and trust in the God 
of missions. 


New Chapel Opened. 


Last Lord’s day our new chapel was 
opened. It was well filled. The assem- 
bly room is thirty-six by fifty feet, and 
an entrance verandah eleven feet broad, 
making the building sixty-one feet long. 
It is made of teak. It has cost nearly 
eleven hundred rupees. The subscrip- 
tions are 798 rupees, leaving a balance 
unpaid of about 300 rupees. Besides 
this, timber was given to the amount of 
120 rupees. The native Christians have 
done better than I had reason to expect ; 
the taxes are very heavy. Families whose 
whole income does not exceed twelve ru- 
pees a month, pay about thirty rupees a 
year, including house tax and income 
tax ; then there is an indirect tax paid on 
every article used for food and clothing. 
Had I dreamed of a civil war in America, 
I should not have undertaken to build a 
chapel. But it was begun before the 
news of the great rebellion in America 
had reached Burmah. It is barely possi- 
ble to live as things now are. 


The Missionary’s Work. 


A man may have the place of a mis- 
sionary and be reported as such, and yet 
spend his life in taking care of himself. 
But such a man is nota missionary. It 
is a misnomer to call him one. It is not 
an easy, parlor business, to evangelize 
the heathen. A man must love work, 
and he must love the work. He must be 
in the midst of ignorance, and supersti- 
tion, and bigotry and insolence. He must 
bear with it all, and labor on, repeating 
the most simple truth a hundred times, in 
order to reach the understanding and af- 
fect the heart. In preaching Christ to 
the heathen, he can take nothing for 
granted. 

The missionary spirit at home lacks 
clearness and depth. There is, I fear, too 
little heart in it. A single city congre- 
gation will expend forty or fifty thousand 
dollars to builda house of worship. Often 
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a small village church will spend eight or 
ten thousand for the same purpose. I 
will not say it is wrong; but when I see 
half a million of Baptists in the free 
states of America, unable to raise 100,000 
dollars to plant Christianity in the heath- 
en world, [ must believe they have a very 
superficial knowledge of the teachings of 
the New Testament in reference to the 
duties of Christians towards their fellow- 
men in heathen darkness. ‘How can 
they hear without a preacher, and how 
can they preach except they be sent?’’ 

Christians properly imbued with the 
right spirit, will render unto Casar the 
things that are Cwsar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s. I cannot see why 
the native preachers should be left to shift 
for themselves ; but still if you have not 
funds, you cannot send them. I have 
confidence, at least in three of these men, 
that, whether aided or not, they will 
never give up the work of preaching. 

In this field, for a long time, we have 
had but few converts ; but great numbers 
appear to be near the kingdom, in many 
different towns and villages. Three have 
been baptized within a short time,—two 
in Prome andonein Enma. The natives 
everywhere have heard of the great rebel- 
lion in America, and that it is to uphold 
slavery. It has a bad influence on the 
native mind. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON. 
Annual Review—Baptisms. 

Ningpo, Sept. 30, 1861.— We have 
great reason to thank God for the tokens 
of his mercy and his presence with us 
during the year. We have been permit- 
ted to preach the gospel to many souls, 
and not without seeing fruit. Several, I 
trust, have traly believed and been made 
heirs of glory. 

An unusual number of females have 
been brought into the fold of Christ.— 
Nine females have been baptized at Ning- 
po and Jih-z-kong, of whom four are 
about sixty years of age, and two about 
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fifty ; two young women, wives of mem- 
bers, and one young widow. The aged 
females of China are the pious ones of the 
land, who spend the evening of their days 
in prayers and fastings, in the Buddhist 
way. Feeling that they are about through 
with this life, their anxious attention is 
directed to the future; hence, they have 
special claims upon our sympathies and 
efforts to lead their wandering feet into 
the only path of life and blessedness be- 
yond the grave. 

One sister has been restored, after the 
most satisfactory evidence of repentance 
for several months. 

One young man, who was instructed 
several years in our day school at the 
chapel, and in whose mind the truth had 
ever remained, has come out very decided- 
ly for Christ, and has been baptized. He 
had desired to offer himself to the church 
for a year or two; but his mother and 
brothers opposed him, as being too young ; 
but he now has their cordial consent.— 
He appears very sincere and zealous, and 
I have hopes of his future usefulness. His 
case shows that the truth taught to the 
youth in schools is not all lost; but we 
may hope that some will be as good seed 
sown in good ground, that will spring up 
and bear fruit to the glory of God. 


Religious Services—Tours. 


The services on the Sabbath at the 
chapel have been as follows ; At 9, prayer 
meeting ; half past 10, public preaching ; 
at 3, Bible class; at 4, preaching with 
closed doors to the church with their fam- 
ilies, the pupils of the schools, and inquir- 
ers; at 5, a service in the ‘Scripture 
Catechism,’’ attended by all who can re- 
main after the other services. The porch 
of the chapel has been daily occupied by 
myself or a native assistant, in preaching 
to all who call. The number present, 
when I have been there, has averaged 
between ten and twenty. 

I have made several short tours into 
the country, where I was well received 
and my message respectfully and atten- 
tively listened to. The plain around 
Ningpo, with its more than four thousand 
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villages, and its tens of millions of inhab- 
itants, presents a most important and in- 
viting field for labor. O for native assist- 
ants, to establish, at various points, and 
with the blessing of God to raise up 
churches. With a corps of native assist- 
ants, I believe that but a few years would 
suffice to raise up a large number of 
churches, which should show forth the 
praises of God in the midst of this howl- 
ing moral wilderness. Permanent labors, 
concentrated at certain points, are far 
more efficient than itinerating, desultory 
efforts. Impressions must be followed up ; 
the people must have ‘‘line upon line, pre- 
cept upon precept.’’ The story of the cross 
must be repeated again and again to the 
same minds. We must make a stand 
among them, and convince them that we 
are determined to stick by them, and give 
no rest to those who hold out against the 
truth, and strengthen and encourage those 
who believe. 


Outstation at Jih-z-kong. 


The above remarks find a full illustra- 
tion at Jih-z-kong. That station was 
commenced a year ago in September, with 
very little to encourage of an external 
kind; indeed the reverse was true. The 
village is very small and poor, and orig- 
inally very quarrelsome. But this work 
has extended to other villages. And 
though the assistant has met with oppo- 
sition and insult, the work has moved 
gradually on, and precious fruit has been 
gathered. On the eighth of September 
br. Jenkins and myself organized a church 
there, consisting of five members, who had 
taken letters for the purpose from the 
Ningpo church ; and on the same day two 
members were added by baptism. Br. 
Jenkins now has charge of that station ; 
and, though a difficult field, there is 
promise of good. We shall need a chapel 
there, as soon as we can get the means to 
build; the room we now occupy is quite 
small, and inadequate to our wants.— 
Gyiu labors at this station. 


Schools at Ningpo—Statistics. 
The boys’ school at Ningpo has been 


“i. eration most of the year. It num- 
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bers about twenty pupils, who have made 
commendable progress in committing 
Christian tracts and portions of Scripture 
to memory. Special pains have been 
taken to instruct them in the truths of 
Christianity, and the error and folly of 
idolatry. Mrs. K’s girls’ school numbers 
about fifteen pupils. Besides committing 
to memory Scripture, hymns, and reli- 
gious tracts, they have performed a con- 
siderable amount of needlework. 

Baptized, including those at Jih-z-kong, 
17; excluded, 1; restored, 1; present 
number at Ningpo, 34; present number 
at Jih-z-kong, 7. Contributions during 
the year, $41.00. 


Outstation at Chusan. 


The assistant Chu, has been stationed 
at Chusan. He has maintained the morn- 
ing and evening services for church mem- 
bers and inquirers; his forenoons have 
been spent in instructing two students, 
with a view to their becoming assistants ; 
his afternoons have been spent (when his 
health, which has not been good, would 
admit,) in the chapel, with open doors, 
preaching to all who might call; every 
fifth evening he has had public preaching ; 
on the Sabbath, after the usual morning 
service, public preaching ; in the after- 
noon, a discourse adapted to the church, 
with closed doors. He has made a few 
tours into the country. Two colporteurs 
have been employed to some extent about 
the island, whose labors promise to be 
very useful. 


The Church a Light in Darkness. 


On the whole, the mission at Chusan 
is quite encouraging. The church is 
united, and growing in knowledge and 
grace. Nearly all the members have 
learned to read the colloquial in Roman 
letters, so that now they can read for 
themselves the word of God and Christian 
tracts, at their homes. They are faithful 
in attending the meetings on the Sabbath, 
and those who live near the chapel, morn- 
ings and evenings on other days ; and they 
are zealous in their exhortations to their 
relatives and neighbors. 

The truth is making steady progress 
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throughout the island. The people have 
learned to distinguish between Protest- 
ants and Romanists. The common re- 
mark concerning our members is, ‘‘They 
are good men ;’’ ‘they do not extort 
money ‘*but the Roman Catholics ex- 
tort ;’’ ‘‘they are bad men.’’ Thus our 
little church is a light in the midst of the 
darkness. Inquirers are multiplying, and 
converts are being gradually gathered in. 
I might baptize more, but we are careful 
whom we receive. 


Schools—Statistics. 


A boys’ school has been in’ operation 
most of the year, numbering nine pupils. 
It has an excellent teacher, a member of 
the church, who spares no pains to teach 
the pupils the truths of the gospel, and 
to explain to them the Christian tracts 
and Scriptures which they daily commit 
to memory. Their knowledge of Chris- 
tianity is becoming very full and accurate, 
and they seem heartily to receive the 
truth. I cannot but hope for their early 
conversion, and that some of them will 
eventually become preachers of the gospel 
to their countrymen. 

The two young men at Chusan, whom 
I put under instruction last year with a 
view to their becoming assistants, are 
doing well. They seem to have the right 
spirit, and are making good progress in 
the study of the Scriptures. They com- 
mit to memory the Scriptures, learn to 
explain and interpret them, and give 
written analyses of books and epistles. 

At the same time, their gifts in speak- 
ing are employed. 

Statistics, Baptized, 4; present num- 


ber, 24. Contributions for the year, 
$18.56. 


Kinghwa. 

Dong has continued his labors at King- 
hwa, and not without good results. Two 
persons, converted through his instrumen- 
tality, have been baptized. They are both 
reading, intelligent men; one is a liter- 
ary man. Dong at present is at Ningpo, 
and with him two of his sons, and a 
young literary graduate, all of whom re- 
quest baptism. 


Teloogoo Mission.—Letter from Mr. Douglass. 


TELOOGOO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. DOUGLASS. 
A Work of Toil. 

Nellore, Oct. 16, 1861.—In the midst 
of all that is dark and gloomy from our 
native land, quite enough to excite the 
deepest sorrow and solicitude for the fu- 
ture, the mission is called to pass through 
a most trying series of providential 
changes. 

The history of this mission has many 
things in common with other missions, 
and some things which seem to us quite 
peculiar to itself. We were just fairly 
settled in our new home on the other side 
of the town, in another sphere of useful- 
ness. At no little sacrifice we must dis- 
arrange our plans, remove down to the 
mission compound, and grapple alone all 
the burdens of the mission, however much 
lightened by native agency. In fact, the 
native agency is often our greatest bur- 
den. But God has called us to this work, 
and we would not seem to complain ; but 
cheerfully, as in his name, do all we can 
for the good of the poor heathen who are 
thronging their way to destruction by 
millions around us. 

Remarkable Christian Experience. 

22.—Ruth, the wife of Ezra, our head 
teacher in the school, rescued from the 
grasp of heathenism by br. Day, and put 
into the boarding school, has recently 
had a visitation from the Lord. About 
eight years since, just before br. Day left 
India, she was baptized by br. Jewett, 
and has been a consistent member of the 
church most of the time since; though 
nothing marked has occurred in her relig- 
ious life until recently. 

About a month after br. Jewett and 
family left for Madras, or near.the begin- 
ning of August, Ruth did not seem very 
well, and came up to our house, with her 
two children, forachange. The day after 
her arrival, just after we began dinner, 
she being with her children at the table, 
she began to tremble, and soon wept as 
though her heart would break, to our 
great surprise and that of all present. 
We knew no cause of her sorrow, nor 
could we conjecture one. She finally left 
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the table, saying, ‘‘No one knows the 
cause of my grief.’’ In an hour or so 
she appeared quite as before. The Sew- 
ing Society belonging to the mission held 
its monthly meeting at our house, when 
her husband gave the usual address,— 
After meeting we asked him to learn the 
cause of her tears. She partially evaded 
his inquiries. But that night, about one 
o’clock, she came to our sleeping room, 
and in the deepest agony besought us to 
pray for her. She bad been praying and 
reading the Bible up to that hour. It 
was soon apparent that we had more need 
of her prayers than she of ours. Such a 
scene we had never thought it would be 
our privilege to witness. There was no 
more sleep; we had come to the gate of 
heaven. After an hour or 80, or near 
morning, her husband came up from the 
mission compound. He sat down by her, 
wondering at what he heard and saw. 
He returned to his school duties in the 
morning. As an angel, a heavenly smile 
on her countenance, she went about from 
room to room, from person to person, 
sometimes smiling through tears, at oth- 
ers her hands lifted up, shouting and 
praising God. ‘The heathen saw and 
trembled.’’ Some said, she is mad ; oth- 
ers, this is not madness, for she speaks 
only words of truth and soberness. Her 
poor old mother went about in great ago- 
ny of mind, saying, ‘‘My child is mad, 
she is possessed of a devil.’’ 

I will copy from a letter of mine to br. 
Jewett, written a few days after these 
wonderful scenes. 

“From that midnight hour our house 
has been the very dwelling place of our 
God. Her prayers, words, grief and joy, 
even to shouting ‘hallelujah,’ equal that 
of Charles Gould; yes, at times far sur- 
pass it. Such an insight and tasting of 
the deep things of God's word, such love, 
joy, holy conversation ; such courage, or 
rather boldness at the throne of grace, 
can never be described on paper. No 
subject escaped her notice. Her mind 
seemed to make everything transparent 
to itself, while others felt, ‘of a truth 
God is with her.’ ”’ 
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But I must tell you how this day, in 
which seemed to be crowded so much of 
life and eternity, was brought to a close. 

In the morning she wished me to ask 
all the members of the church and the 
boarding-school children, to come and see 
her, asshe had a message for them. Just 
before dinner, four, p. m., a dark cloud 
seemed to rest on her mind, which gave 
her great distress, and led to an agony of 
prayer to her Saviour. As she arose to 
go to the table, I observed a strange wild- 
ness in her countenance, and followed 
her as she walked very rapidly to the 
dining room. Passing the table, I asked 
her where she was going. She turned 
upon me with a look of utter despair, 
saying, ‘Iam going to my Father.”’ I 
said to her, ‘*He is a spirit; we can only 
see Him by faith ;”? and after some per- 
suasion, she sat down with us at the ta- 
ble, but refused to eat. The next mo- 
ment she looked up towards heaven, 
stretching up her hands, her countenance 
beaming with joy unspeakable, and ex- 
claimed, **O my love, who took away the 
cloud, I see it lifted up and passing away. 
Yes, I see my Saviour on the cross—those 
wounds—yes, there He is on the throne. 
Look, don't you see Him? What love— 
my Rock. O my Saviour, how precious 
thy blood. Shout with me. I must go 
up to Him. What asinner I am—how 
vile—what compassion—my peace, my 
hope. O soul, rise, cast off thy fear— 
why fear? ‘Jesus thy Saviour rules ; Sa- 
tan has no authority.” 

But my pen falters. Five sheets of 
paper would not contain the words of 
that hour. Mrs. D. said, ‘Truly this is 
entertaining an angel unawares,’’ while 
we sat transfixed to our seats by the 
heavenly vision, as it seemed to us. 

The members of the church, her old 
schoolmates, and the boarding scholars 
came. The scene that followed beggars 
all description. Some wept, some trem- 
bled, and others rejoiced with great joy, 
as she took each one by the hand, and 
opening the very gates of heaven, bid 
them look in, and behold its glory and 
its glorious King. A short time after 
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this mingling of heaven and earth, we 
had a season of prayer which continued 
two full hours. I need only add, it was 
the same scene over again, with this dif- 
ference—a laying hold of the horns of the 
altar with strong crying and tears, that 
the Holy Spirit might work mightily to 
the eonversion of many heathen. At the 
close of the meeting, she spoke with many 
again. Ezra wept as a child, when she 
bade him look with stronger faith to Jesus, 
evidently feeling that soon God would or 
might take away his dear companion to 
those mansions of bliss, which she spoke 
of as present to her sight. Thus the day 
closed,—a day to see which is worth a 
thousand other days. 

The following morning she arose to the 
same work of prayer and praise. At 
times her body gave way under the pres- 
sure of her over full soul. It was of no 
use to urge her to take rest, to be quiet ; 
she was about her Father's business.— 
This state of mind continued for more 
than ten days. How often she said, ‘‘My 
mind is not here, it is with Him—Jesus.”’ 

On inquiring, we found this remarka- 
ble state of mind was not the product of 
an hour, but the fruit of weeks of earnest 
seeking in prayer. Fora month previous 
to the scenes described above, she had 
prayed for the blessing ; even whole nights 
had she prayed and wrestled like Jacob.* 
She has settled down into one of the most 
earnest and happy of Christians. 

Visitation of the Spirit. 

Since I began this letter, four days 
since, the Lord has come among us.— 
Two, we hope, have passed from death 
unto life, and one of them, to the wonder 
of the world, is Ruth's mother. Others 
are inquiring. We hope to report a 
blessed work of the Spirit in future. 

* Ruth’s case is as remarkable, in many re- 


spects, as any we have read of in Ireland or 
Tinnevelly, to the south of us. 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. DEZ. 
The War and the Treasury. 
P——., Dee. 18, 1861.—We are pro- 
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foundly moved by the recent occurrence 
on the Atlantic which threatens a war 
with England. But we rejoice to see that 
the terrible crisis through which the 
United States are passing has not dimin- 
ished the receipts of the Missionary Union 
so much as might have been feared. We 
delight to believe that a good understand- 
ing will continue with England, and that 
the Southern rebellion will soon be sub- 
dued. And we hope, when the state of 
things improves, that the Union will lis- 
ten to the recent warm appeal of Dr. Ma- 
son, of Toungoo, in behalf of Germany 
and France.* 
Action of the French Churches. 


We have accepted with submission the 
decision of the Committee in regard to 
the French mission. At the same time 
we all remain at our posts, and we are 
resolved to sustain the work by all the 
means in our power. And God also has 
not left us without proofs of his goodness ; 
in more than one way He has encouraged 
us to go forward. 

Dr. Macgowan, late missionary of the 
Union in China, has recently been in 
Paris. Having learned our situation, he 
has consented to present to the Hon. and 
Rev. Baptist Noel a letter, in the name 
and in behalf of our churches. 

Then God put it into the heart of a 


Baptist pastor in Glasgow, to aid us in 


various ways. He hasinterceded warmly 
in our behalf with the Baptist Missionary 
Society, begging that body, not to take 
the French mission under its direction, 
but to grant us aid. He has also sent us 
at various times, nearly 1,100 francs, col- 
lected by him in his own congregation 
and elsewhere. 

The Committce of the Baptist Mission- 
ary Society have taken into consideration 
the requests made in our behalf. They 
regret that they are unable to furnish us 
any assistance ; but through their Secre- 
tary they have sent us a letter containing 
the following words : 


**You would have been gratified had 
= seen how general was the desire to 
Ip; if help <a be afforded. . . Hay- 


*See Macedonian for Nov. 196, p. 42. 
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ing thus deliberated on the matter, it was 
**Resolved, that the Committee have 
heard with sorrow of the difficulties into 
which the mission churches of France and 
Germany have been thrown by the un- 
toward events passing in the United 
States; but at the same time have to ex- 
a their regret that the state of the 
unds of the Society and the demands upon 
them preclude their sending any pecuni- 
ary assistance or taking upon themselves 
the burden of their support.”’ 


After such a decision we determined to 
send one of our brethren to England to 
make collections “in our behalf; and our 
br. Cadot, being able to speak English, 
was selected for the difficult task. 

In order ta secure the interest of Eng- 
lish Christians in our churches, we pre- 
pared a short historical notice of the 
French mission, to be afterwards pub- 
lished in English. This notice was pre- 
sented to several pastors in Paris, in or- 
der to secure their testimonials and the 
influence of their names. Every one of 
them kindly complied with our request. 

A single one of the testimonials given 
us will be sufficient to show the estimate 
of ourselves and of our work, formed by 
Christians of other denominations. The 
following is by pastor G. Fisch. 


“I take pleasure in bearing my testi- 
mony to the above account [the historical 
notice], 80 much the more because I differ 
in my ecclesiastical views from our Bap- 
tist brethren. They merit the support of 
Christians. They labor with zeal and 
success for the conversion of souls, and 
have won the esteem of all who know 
them. G. Fiscn, pastor. 

Paris, Oct. 15, 1861. 

Br. Cadot set out fur London in Octo- 
ber, and commenced his work with cour- 
age, relying upon Him from whom comes 
both strength and aid. He has been re- 
ceived,everywhere with kindness and sym- 
pathy, and has received enough to meet 
all'our wants up to the present time. 
His letters give us reason to hope that, 
notwithstanding the difficulties existing 
in England, we shall be able to hold on, 
with the aid of our brethren there, until 
things are improved in the United States. 

Our churches have been deeply moved 
by the danger which for months past has 
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seemed to threaten them. But they hope 
God will take care of those who watch 
over them, if He has need of their servi- 
ces in their several fields, and hence they 
calmly await the indications of his prov- 
idence. 


Progress of the Work. 


The work of the gospel progresses but 
slowly. Nevertheless it advances, not- 
withstanding the shock given it by the 
action of the Committee. 

At P——, the meetings are as fully 
attended as ever, and several are ready to 
offer themselves as candidates for baptism. 

At O——,, (department of the North), 
near D——, the mother of Mr. C , is 
laboring zealously for the conversion of 
souls, and her labors have been crowned 
with success. Our brother from V—— 
has lately visited O——, for the purpose 
of baptizing three recent converts. 

Thus we have cause to thank God for 
the tokens of his love and for the encour- 
agement vouchsafed to us. In view of 
this fact, I cherish the pleasing thought 
that our brethren in the United States 
will continue to be interested in our 
churches, and will furnish the Mission- 
ary Union with the means of sustaining 
us and of multiplying our fields of labor. 


LETTER FROM MR. C——. 


Baptism of three Candidates. 

I have baptized at O—— three per- 
sons, a father, mother and daughter, 
fourteen years of age. The father, who 
has nine children, had a place which 
suited him exactly, being in imperfect 
health ; but he has left this place because 
he was forced to labor on the Sabbath ; 
and yet, not one of his children can earn 
anything toward the support of the fami- 
ly. Such faith is wonderful, and cannot 
fail to bring down the Divine blessing on 
its possessors. 

The three persons above mentioned 
have been brought to the knowledge of 
the truth through the labors of my aged 
and pious mother. Several years ago we 
invited her, a lonely sufferer, to come and 
reside with us. ‘As for myself,’’ she re- 
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plied, ‘‘I should like to go; but it seems 
to me that it would be a damage to the 
work. They worship at my house. If I 
should leave, there would be no place. 
When people come here to worship, I can 
speak to them of the Saviour. Who 
will be here to do it, if 1 am away?” 
And God has blessed her labors ; more 
than one soul ‘has been converted by her 
instrumentality. More than one has been 
brought into the kingdom of heaven.— 
And still, though she is seventy-six years 
of age, notwithstanding her infirmities 
and her sufferings, and though her body 
is a mere skeleton, she is mighty to do 
good to souls. When she can speak of 
her Saviour, she grows fervent and ani- 
mated; her sufferings vanish, and her 
weakness gives place to incredible energy. 
When I saw her in September last, she 
had just escaped dying of cholera ; but 
her soul was raised above the world, and 
she longed after the Saviour whom she 
loved so much to make known. My ar- 
rival gave her new life, and two days af- 
terwards she spoke with ardor to a Cath- 
olie of the grace which is in Jesus 
Christ. What might we not do, if we 
had more of her faith and love? 


The Gospel Triumphing in Death. 


In October last, we lost two of our sis- 
ters in M , near V——, by death. 
One of them, Henriette C——, was a 
very poor young woman, but devotedly 
pious. She never forgot the cause of mis- 
sions, and she always brought me her 
contribution herself, which was not to 
be despised, It was she who some years 
ago offered her jewels for the work, and 
they were sold for about sixty francs 
[$12.] Before her death she took pains 
to learn the condition and wants of our 
Society, and her donations have been not 
leas than two hundred francs [$40]. 

At her funeral we had an opportunity 
to proclaim the gospel toa number of 
persons who listened with seriousness and 
attention. 

The other sister was the niece of the 
former. While the former was sick for 
two years, the latter was greatly edified 


by her faith and patience. Desirous of 
living to do good to her neighbors, her 
husband and her children, she was also 
ready to die, if such was the will of God. 
The day before her death, I asked her 
if she had any disquiet, any fear. ‘‘No,”’ 
she answered, ‘I rely on the grace of my 
Saviour. I know that Jesus is faithful 
and none who believe in Him will be con- 
founded. I am ready to depart.” 


The next day her sister-in-law came to 
see her, and found her in the attitude of 
prayer. The sick woman said—‘‘Let me 
kiss you before we part”—and she kissed 
her several times. ‘I will see you again 
day after to-morrow,”’ said the sister, as 
she left. ‘*No,’’ said the sick woman; 
“TI shall not be here then. Farewell.’’ 
Then she said to the aged woman who 
took care of her, ‘‘Come, mother, and 
kiss me; we are going to part.’’ ‘No, 
Josephine, you are not going to die yet.’’ 
**Tt is over,’’ she answered ; ‘*God is wait- 
ing for me on high; I am going to my 
Lord.”” She then kissed her nurse with 
much emotion. The latter said, ‘*No, 
Josephine, that is a weakness.’’ She re- 
plied again, ‘‘No, it is the last ;”’ and a 
few minutes afterwards she died in peace. 

A multitude came together at her fu- 
neral. The aged Catholic woman who 
took care of her was so impressed by her 
piety that she invited me to visit her, and 
shows a disposition to come to our meet- 
ings. Her daughter also desires me to 
visit her, and cheerfully receives our 
tracts. 

The sickness of our sister led to my ac- 
quaintance with an old man, of ninety- 
five years of age, very sick, who received 
me with tears. He has lived in France 
seventy-five years, as ignorant of Christi- 
anity as a heathen from Africa or from 
the islands of the sea. When I told him 
to pray God that he might receive the 
Spirit from on high, his wife said to me 
—‘‘He doesn’t know how to pray. He 
has never learned a prayer. He has never 
prayed.’’ Notwithstanding, this man, 
thanks to God, seems favorably inclined, 


and the last time I saw him, he took my 
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hand several times and, pressing it, man- 
ifested thus his joy and gratitude. May 
God save both him and his wife. 


GERMANY. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEHMANN. 
The New Chapel at Berlin. 


Berlin, Nov. 23, 1861.—My time and 
attention have been chiefly occupied in 
the completion of our chapel, which has 
given me much anxiety. We have now 
reached such a point in this enterprise, 
that two weeks ago we were able to open 
the edifice, renewed, and under very aus- 
picious circumstances, though the work 
is not entirely finished. 

We had given notice in the newspapers 
of the solemn occasion, and had also in- 
vited by letters and cards many of our 
friends and other distinguished persons. 
We had also written to our king and 
queen and to the prince and princess 
royal, though we could not expect they 
would come to our chapel. But we read 
in the papers that the magistrate and 
council of our metropolis had resolved, 
in consequence of our invitation, to send 
a deputation, which they did at the ap- 
pointed time. 


The Dedication. 


On Lord’s day, Nov. 10, at nine o'clock, 
A. M., (the usual hour of the morning 
service in the city,) our spacious and 
beautiful chapel was filled with a very 
numerous and respectable congregation. 
The deputation above mentioned in their 
official dress, with the golden chains end 
emblems used on solemn occasions, were 
led to the chairs provided for them. Four 
ministering brethren entered the pulpit, 
which was sufficiently large to accommo- 
date still more; Mr. Millard, our well 
proved and excellent friend and brother, 
was at our head, carrying a most splen- 

‘did Bible, which he presented to the 
church and placed it on the pulpit. Our 
choir then sang a beautiful anthem—the 
words from 1 Chron. 17: 27. The words, 
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translated literally from the German, ran 
thus : 

Begin to bless; 

For what thou blessest, O Lord, 

That shall be blessed forever— 
which made a sweet and glorious impres- 
sion. Br. Theiss offered prayer and gave 
out a hymn, which was sung with deep 
feeling by the great congregation. Br. 
T. then read the one hundred and twenty- 
second psalm and the seventeenth of John, 
after which the choir sung a longer an- 
them. Then br. Millard prayed at some 
length, including, among other subjects, 
also our dear brethren in the United States 
of America, to whom for years we have 
been so much indebted for our prosperity, 
and who are now suffering such affliction 
from civil war; most fervently craving 
their speedy deliverance from so great an 
evil. After another hymn, sung by the 
congregation, I myself preached the ser- 
mon from Mark 16: 15, 16. I enjoyed 
the gracious support of the Holy Spirit, 
and was enabled to preach with boldness 
and affection. Br. Zeschke, of Frankfort 
on the Oder, then gave out a hymn, and 
concluded with prayer. Thus passed our 
first service, filling our hearts with grati- 
tude to God. I then went down and 
spoke at some length to the deputation, 
rendering our cordial thanks for the honor 
conferred on us by their attendance, which 
gives us a respectable standing among the 
population. 

I regretted much that our dear breth- 
ren, whose presence would have added 
interest to our celebration, were unable 
to be present. Br. Oncken was in Eng- 
land ; br. Kébner was so far away that 
the expense of the journey would be too 
great. The brethren at Hamburg, and 
many others whom we had invited, were 
unable for the same reason to comply, 
our finances everywhere being low, in con- 
sequence of the withdrawal of the support 
of our American brethren. Thus we 
were thrown upon our own resources, 
but the Lord himself was in the midst of 
us, and so we were not forsaken. 


Afternoon Service—Baptismal Occasion. 
The afternoon service began at four 


| 
| 
* 
~_ 
4 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4, 
iii 


1862] 


o'clock, and the attendance was much 
larger than in the morning, so that it 
was difficult to accommodate all. Again 
four of us were in the pulpit. Mr. 
Zeschke gave out the first hymn, read 
and prayed. Another hymn was sung, 
and Mr. Joseph Lehmann, of Liibeck, de- 
livered an impressive sermon from John 
3: 3, which met with much acceptance. 
At the close, the candidates for baptism 
resorted to the dressing room. Singing 
and prayer filled the interval, when the 
candidates, nine in number, reéntered 
the chapel and took their appointed seats 
near the baptistery. I had also put on 
my baptismal robes, and gave an address, 
first to the congregation and then to the 
candidates, Before leading the first of 
the candidates into the water, I put to 
them collectively the question whether 
they willingly yielded themselves to 
Christ, and whether they would confirm 
their profession previously made before 
the church,—to which they replied with 
a solemn ‘‘yes.’’ [I was much moved by 
the solemnity of the occasion. The pow- 
erful impression produced on the assem- 
bly by the scene, was without example. 
Some were overcome by their feelings, 
and it was necessary to help them out. 
The line of the dear disciples, all clothed 
in white, made a profound impression by 
the brilliant gas-light. Then with due 
reverence I led the candidates into the 
water, which was constantly put in mo- 
tion by flowing in and out, producing a 
sweet sound like that of a cascade. I 
then baptized first the seven females, and 
then the two males. It were to be desir- 
ed that the proportion of candidates of 
each sex had been more nearly equal, but 
such is the good pleasure of our Lord. 
Construction of the Baptistery. 

Our baptistery is peculiarly construct- 
ed, differing from all I had seen in Eng- 
land or elsewhere. I adopted as the 
model, with some alterations, that of the 
Rev. C. Stovel, of London. The English 
pattern is so constructed that folding 
doors are within the water, opening like 
locks in a canal. Through these the can- 
didates, after being baptized, go out, pro- 
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ceeding forward on the floor of the bap- 
tistery, and at once disappearing. Thus 
all dread of water encroaching on the 
platform is obviated. While I highly 
approved this construction in the main, 
still it appeared to me that the second 
part of that which is implied in baptism, 
namely, the resurrection with Christ, 
does not, under this arrangement, receive 
its full expression. Hence I constructed 
our baptistery in such a way that these 
doors are somewhat elevated, so that 
three steps upward are first to be taken 
on a staircase, the feet being still in the 
water; and then the baptized pass through 
the doors to the dressing rooms, and are 
no longer observed, the double doors at 
once closing behind them. The whole 
arrangement is in connection with the 
pulpit, which stands in the midst of the 
water. The plan is satisfactory to all, 
as being the best that could be adopted. 
After the singing of a hymn, there was 
®& momentary pause in the chapel. In 
the meantime, we had resumed our ap- 
parel, and reéntered the chapel to attend 
to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
The table stands on a platform elevated 
two feet, on which also the baptistery is 
constructed in front. The platform is 
encompassed by a light balustrade. On 
the platform is abundant space for seating 
a row of brethren, designed to embrace 
ministers and beloved members from a 
distance, and those serving at the table, 
who thus surround the table in a large 
half circle. 
We had the newly baptized on each 
side. I first addressed them, welcoming 
them into the church, and afterwards, 
praying over them and laying hands on 
them, I blessed them in the name of the 
Lord. O, this was a solemn scene, which 
deeply impressed the vast multitude, who 
remained till the close to witness all the 
proceedings. 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
Then we celebrated the Lord’s Supper, 
which gave us unmeasurable delight.— 


The sight before us of the densely crowd- 
ed mass of believing brethren and sisters, 
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of whom several had come from our more 
distant outstations, was most affecting ; 
particularly when I remembered the 
time, now nearly twenty-five years ago, 
when only six were sitting before me.— 
O, if I had seen in spirit this scene and 
these beautiful walls and this light, what 
rapture would have seized me. Even 
now my heart was enlarged, and I receiv- 
- ed a sweet recompense for all the trouble, 
anxiety and persecution experienced in 
past years—the beginning of eternal glory 
which will surround us in heaven. 

Br. Millard opened the solemn occasion 
by a very affecting address. Prayer was 
offered by myself. Hymns and prayers 
were interspersed, and another address, 
by br. Thiess, concluded the enjoyment 
of the tokens of a dying Redeemer. O 
glorious occasion, never to be forgotten! 

Then the salutations and the enjoy- 
ment of brotherly love were indulged in 
for a long time ; and very reluctantly our 
beloved ones withdrew from the place 
which the grace of our Lord had bestowed 
upon us. 

One great day was thus spent, but an- 
other not less glorious was dawning.— 
We had appointed to have a morning 
service at ten o’clock, A. M.,on Monday. 
Though not numerously attended, it was 
a profitable season. Br. Zeschke preach- 
ed. Two Moravian ministers were pres- 
ent, who had been invited for the pre- 
ceding day, but could not attend. 


The Love Feast. 


. But the greatest enjoyment, the love 
feast, which always crowns our solemn 
occasions, was still in prospect. ‘The cer- 
emony commenced at four. The chapel 
gradually became full. Besides many of 
our distant brethren and sisters, a large 
number of dear friends whom we had in- 
vited and who were not Baptists, were 
present. After the usual introduction of 
singing, address and prayer, coffee, tea 
and cakes were passed around, and con- 
versation of the most free and cordial 
character went on. The choir then sang 
one of their finest pieces, and then ad- 
dresses followed. The opening address 
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was by a Moravian minister, who ex- 
pressed the interest felt by his brethren 
in our prosperity. A brother from the 
state of Ohio followed in English, trans- 
lated by a brother understanding both 
English and German, Others followed. 
Refreshments were again passed, and 
prayers, hymns and conversation succeed- 
ed. I went around and spoke with all 
present, feeling most happy, as did the 
entire company, that we had come to 
such a day and to such joy. Language 
is inadequate to express the feelings which 
pervade our hearts on such occasions, or 
to describe how deeply we feel the sweet 
sense of words like these— ‘ 


“Here thy blessed people see 
“Much of heaven and much of thee.” 


I will only add in regard to our chapel, 
that it can accommodate about six hun- 
dred persons. 

Two Sabbaths have passed since the 
dedication, and, as mjght have been ex- 
pected, the attendance was much inferior 
to that on the festival days. It will now 
devolve on us to fill the place, and the 
work of evangelization must be taken up 
with all diligence. Constant attention 
to secular matters has stood much in the 
way of my stimulating our brethren to 
carry on the work of tract-visitation, &c. 
The work has been neglected also, because 
there was little opening for more visitors. 
But now I design to influence all our 
members to exercise fresh vigor. With 
reference to this plan, we have resolved 
to devote the present week to daily prayer 
meetings and to thanksgiving, and to im- 
plore the Divine favor on our new and 
increased opportunities of doing good to 
our fellow citizens. 


Support of the Pastor. 

The members of the church have re- 
solved to make all efforts to provide for 
mysupport. Still the amount raised will 
scarcely exceed one-half of what I need, 
and the balance I must try to earn.— 
This, at my present age, and because I 
have long been unused to secular employ- 
ment, will be a serious task. Neverthe- 
less I trust in the gracious providence of 
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God, which I have experienced all my | 


life. 
Progress of the Work. 

The work of the Lord is constantly 
progressing in Germany. All the church- 
es report, from time to time, accessions of 
greater or less extent. Some of our out- 
stations are particularly blessed, and al- 
most every week we have been permitted 
to recognize new members received at 
Frankfort on the Oder, Landsberg, and 
beyond. Br. Zeschke extends his efforts 
even into the grand-duchy of Posen.— 
Long since we should have advised the 
organization of the numerous outstations 
in that direction into a separate church, 
were it not that they are so much scat- 
tered, and no point among them seems 
suitable to form the centre of a separate 
body. 

Persecution. 

Cases of persecution and oppression 
become more and more rare in Prussia. 
Even in Hanover, it appears from later 
reports that more liberty is enjoyed. In 
Mecklenburg, however, they pursue the 
same course a8 formerly. Mrs. Kemnitz, 
the wife of the pastor of the church at 
Templin, was lately thrown into a wretch- 
ed prison while on a visit to friends, un- 
der the pretext that she had come to make 
proselytes, though nothing of the kind 
had been undertaken, and she had merely 
been present at family meetings. She 
was afterwards transported over the fron- 
tier into Prussian territory, to which 
Templin belongs. Other acts of arro- 
gance are liable to be experienced from 
the mob everywhere, even in Prussia. 
For example, last Sabbath, after I had 
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preached in the morning in our chapel in 
Berlin, I went in the afternoon to Képen- 
ick, a small town nine miles distant. 
There I met a crowded congregation in a 
room, not very large; scarcely had we 
begun to sing, when first children and 
then unruly adult people gathered before 
the windows, gazed into the room, and 
laughed ; and when the blinds were closed, 
they knocked heavily on them and threw 
stones at them. Our friends, chiefly by 
kind admonition, with difficulty prevailed 
on the multitude at last to let us alone. 
We then enjoyed mutual edification, and 
attended to the examination of two or 
three souls who are resolved to follow 
Christ in baptism. Full of joy, I return- 
ed on foot after dark. It is very trying 
to preach amid such disturbance. 

Br. Oncken is still pursuing his dreary 
work of begging in Scotland. He meets 
with success so moderate as to render it 
doubtful whether the missionaries still 
retained can be supported. How much 
I pity the dear brother who chiefly bears 
the burden of the great work on his 
shoulders and on his heart. May the 
Lord sustain him. 


Sympathy with the American Union. 


I wish to express again my deepest 
sympathy in the trials of the United 
States. We frequently pray that that 
bloody war between brethren may be 
speedily terminated, and America exer- 
cise that beneficial influence over the 
world to which it is evidently destined. 
May peace and prosperity soon be restor- 
ed, and the gospel, through the influence 
of missions, enlighten the natiuns and 
exalt their happiness. 


MISCELLANY. 


THE CONDITION OF THE HEATHEN. 

The heathen are sitting in darkness 

and in the shadow of death. They are 

‘tin darkness,’’ the emblem of ignorance ; 

they are ‘tin the shadow of death,” a 
6 


‘ 


deadly, awful shadow ; they are sitting 
there, making no effort and having no 
wish to escape, like dead men in a dismal 
cemetery. Their condition is deplorable. 

1. If we look at their case as it is 
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shown to us in sacred Scripture, what do 
we see? Everywhere the severest judg- 
ments are denounced against idolatry, 
and against idol worshippers ; ‘‘Idolaters 
shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven ;”’ 
‘without are murderers and idolaters.’’ 
The great characteristic of most heathen 
people is their idolatry—their paying re- 
ligious worship to idols. 

The Scriptures clearly teach, moreover, 
that there is salvation only through the 
name of Jesus Christ. The apostle asks, 
‘*How shall they believe in Him of whom 
they have not heard?’’ It is one of the 
sad features of the case of the heathen, 
that they have not heard of the name of 
Jesus as the Saviour of sinners. They 
will not, therefore, be condemned for un- 
belief in his blessed name ; but they will 
be judged according to the light of na- 
ture, and their own conscience condemns 
them, accusing them of many sins. 

The Scriptures also speak of a certain 
meetness of character for the heavenly 
world, as necessary before men can find 
admission to heaven: ‘* Without holiness, 
no man shall see the Lord ;”’ ‘There shall 
in nowise enter into it anything that de- 
fileth, neither whatscever worketh abom- 
ination, or maketh a lie.’’ Alas for the 
heathen ! they possess not this holy char- 
acter, but the very opposite; and their 
miserable religion inspires them with no 
desires after holiness, but tends only to 
make them more and more depraved. 


2. If we look next at the case of the 
heathen, as it is presented to the eye of a 
Christian observer, when he visits them 
in their own country, what do we see? 
Look at them as men of business; and do 
you see truth, integrity, honesty, or fair 
dealing? The testimony of all who have 
dwelt in heathen lands is, that falsehood, 
deception, dishonesty in every form, every- 
where abound. The condition of most 
men in heathen countries is precisely what 
we might expect to see, where there is no 
reward for virtue, no hindrance to vice, 
and hardly any punishment for crime— 
where the gods are examples of every li- 
cense and crime, and the ministers of re- 
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ligion are, if possible, more depraved than 
other classes of men. 

Look at them in their social relations ; 
and do you see: intelligence, refinement, 
delicacy, purity, or domestic virtue? Do 
you see husbands loving their wives, and 
wives living as the faithful and affection- 
ate companions of their husbands; par- 
ents examples to their children in every- 
thing that is good, and children obedient 
to their parents; the family a blessing 
among the heathen ? 

Look at them in their consciousness of 
sin, engaged in religious duties, to obtain 
the favor of God; and do you sce them 
ever finding the way of peace! They go 
from one idol shrine to another; they 
prostrate themselves before many a hide- 
ous image; they bathe in many a sacred 
stream ; they part with their most valua- 
ble possessions; they sometimes sacrifice 
the lives of their children; they torture 
their bodies, and sometimes destroy their 
own lives under the car of an idol god ; 
and thus they go—they know not where ! 
The load of sin is not lightened; con. 
science finds no relief; they never gain 
rest; they are ever without any good 
hope. 

Look at them in their trials and afilic- 
tions ; they are not exempt from sickness, 
bereavement, and death. Do you ever 
see them resigned, patient, filled with 
consolation and hope? You may see the 
sons carrying their aged father or mother 
to the banks of a river, there to wait for 
death, under the burning sun and the 
dews of night—these young men account- 
ing this the greatest kindness that could 
be shown to a parent. You may see the 
bereaved mother casting herself inconso- 
lable on the ground, in despair, wailing 
for her daughter, taken away by the hand 
of death. You may see the heathen, as 
they draw near the end of life, in deep 
ignorance of the world beyond the grave ; 
you ask one of them, ‘‘ Where do you ex- 
pect to go when you die?” and his reply 
will be, *‘I do not knew.’’ 

These views of the deplorable case of 
the heathen, will not properly impress 
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our minds, if we do not consider them as 
applying to individuals. It is of millions, 
it is'of large multitudes; but it is also of 
men and women, considered one by one, 
each one having the same nature with 
our own, the same capacities, the same 
never-ending existence—it is the case of 
every heathen man and woman that is 
so deplorable. Would that one of these 
poor heathen could be brought before the 
churches, as the missionary eees him ! 
Let it bea brahmin of the highest grade, 
with whom a missionary once met at Lo- 
diana, a young man of five-and twenty, 
who had lately lost his wife by death—a 
man of more than ordinary talent, and of 
considerable learning, one of most gentle 
and courteous manner—whose thoughtful 
and penetrating eye seemed to read your 
mind, but yet a man who worshipped 
God ina thousand things, and a thousand 
things as God. He knew not the reason 
why death entered into the world; he 
had no correct views of sin as the cause 
of death ; he knew not where to find com- 
fort in sorrow, nor how victory could be 
gained over death and the grave ; he knew 
not where his wife had gone; he had no 
hope of ever seeing her again. He was 
without God, and without hope, having 
his own sins and sorrows, having his own 
dark destiny, going toa heathen's eter- 
nity! And he was one out of a great 
multitude, each one of whom is to live 
for ever ; but to live, how and where? 

This is a dark picture. Yes, but is it 
not a true one? Is there not reason to 
fear that too many in the church form 
inadequate views of the deplorable case 
of the heathen? Is not a serious, earnest 
belief, too often wanting—a real fecling, 
such as we have when we think of the 
dying or the dead? The heathen are 
surely dead in trespasses and in sins— 
They are dying ; and dying, never to have 
a spiritual and happy life. What we do 
for them, we must do quickly. We and 
they are alike passing away. God help 
us to do our duty to them! Such is the 
prayer of one who was among them.— 
Home and For. Record. 
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HOME MISSION SOCIETY IN SWEDEN. 


In the beginning of 1858, a Home Mis- 
sion Society was formed in Wanneberga, 
in the parish of Vinslof. What led to 
this was, among other reasons, that many 
laymen had begun to engage in evangel- 
istic work throughout the province, and 
it was felt desirable that such work should 
be carried on in arvorderly manner, under 
the superintendence of experienced and 
prudent men. This was the more neces- 
sary, a8 Many raw and newly awakened 
persons had been taking it upon them to 
be public speakers, not much to the edi- 
fication of those who are far before them 
in spiritual experience and steadfastness. 
Among those, also, who had themselves 
tasted the good word of God, there was a 
prevailing desire to send the same to 
others who were sitting in darkness and 
the shadow of death, and without faith- 
ful ministers, in order to afford them the 
possibility of choosing between life and 
death. 

Those who met together in order to 
form this Society assembled in a large 
prayer-room, in which even yet the Soci- 
ety holds its annual and quarterly meet- 
ings. This prayer-room has its own little 
history. The peasant, by name Per Sven- 
oson, who originated it, was, in his un- 
converted state, in common with many in 
the neighborhood, much occupied in the 
manufacture of ardent spirits; and, like 
many others, he had for this purpose a 
distillery of his own. When he was 
awakened to concern about the one thing 
needful, he found this manufacture to be 
repugnant to his conscience, and incon- 
sistent with his duty to his fellow-men. 
At last, notwithstanding the sacrifice 
which it involved, he must have done with 
it. But the building remained, and, in 
order to make it serviceable for good, he 
prepared it as a hall for prayer-meetings ; 
and in it the religious meetings of the dis- 
trict are now regularly held. The hall 
is large, lofty, and comfortably fitted up, 
with a pulpit at one end, two rows of 
pews or benches in front of it, and two 
galleries, one in the end opposite the pul- 
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pit, and the other behind the pulpit, 
above a room which opens into the hall, 
and which also can be used by hearers 
when the hall is overcrowded. We be- 
lieve that there is good accommodation 
for 500; but at the quarterly meetings, 
and especially at the anniversary meet- 
ing in July, it sometimes happens 
that the half of the people must assemble 
elsewhere, often in the open air, on the 
side of a beautiful hill, around some min- 
ister, who holds them together under the 
exposition of the Word of God. 

When this Society was first formed, 
only one colporteur was chosen and sup- 
ported ; but the interest in the cause soon 
increased, and, at the same time, the 
need and desire of a colporteur’s visits 
were felt in many places ; so that, during 
last year and in the beginning of this, 
the number of diocesan colporteurs was 
increased to six. Their chief work, ac- 
cording to the original design of the So- 
ciety, was to visit and distribute the Bible 
and other good evangelical books. But 
in consequence of the people's importu- 
nate desire, and perhaps also of the col- 
porteurs’ own inclination, preaching be- 
came their predominant occupation, while, 
however, house visitation went with it 
hand in hand. ‘There were very soon 
formed in several congregations parish 
societies, which met in their separate lo- 
calities fur mutual edification. These 
parish societies chose the so-called parish 
colporteurs, whose duty it is partly to 
lead the worship at the meetings of their 
societies, and partly to act, within the 
parish, as home missionaries and tract dis- 
tributors. The different parishes, again, 
within the same division of the country, 
formed a union among themselves, and 
agreed to hold a meeting on the first Mon- 
day of every month, both for despatch of 
business and also for regular religious 
worship. This is held in various places 
and times, according toa fixed arrange- 
ment. In order to secure the presence of 
an experienced and competent speaker, 
the district colporteurs are appointed to 
order their rounds so as to be present, and 
take part at these meetings for worship. 
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The parish colporteurs and home mis- 
sionaries are paid by the parochial asso- 
ciations ; the district (or county) colpor- 
teurs by all the parochial associations in 
the district ; and the diocesan colporteurs 
out of the common fund of the Diocesan 
Society. At present there are in service 
five diocesan, three county, thirteen 
parish colporteurs ; in all, twenty-one.— 
In additicn to this, the friends of lay- 
men’s work in two districts or counties, 
who thought the principles of the Chris- 
tianstad Society too strictly ecclesiastical, 
separated, and formed an independent as- 
sociation, supporting at present eight 
colporteurs, of whom at least two seem 
singularly gifted. These are, of course, 
not examined by the Christianstad Tract 
Society, which does not receive any into 
its service without their first being tried 
and approved by its committee. One in- 
dispensable condition for their being ac- 
cepted is, that they be free from all Bap- 
tist and Separatist views. This circum- 
stance was the cause of separation just 
referred to. But the Christianstad Soci- 
ety had obtained a lesson from experience 
on this head. In the year 1857, that is, 
only three years after its formation, three 
of its colporteurs became Baptists. This 
Society tried for a time to keep them in 
its employment, on the condition that 
they should preach only the gospel, and 
not touch on these disputed points. But 
this condition was, naturally enough, 
more than they were able to fulfil; and, 
accordingly, the Society soon introduced 
an alteration into its constitution, and de- 
clared that its members and colporteurs 
should be only those who adhered to the 
Lutheran doctrines, and led a Christian 
life. 

In addition to this, another condition 
of being employed as a colporteur, is un- 
exceptionable evidence of prudence and 
Christian steadfastness. None is appoint- 
ed a county colporteur who has not al- 
ready given proof of his ability as a par- 
ish colporteur; and, again, it is only 
from among the former that the diocesan 
colporteurs are chosen. These Jast are 
also required to have read some church 
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history, and to give, asa proof of their 
ability, a written exposition of some 
Scripture passage. Care is not only taken 
that no unsuitable person be appointed to 
this work, but also that no one shall be 
continued in it, if he err in conduct or 
doctrine. Besides this, in every parish in 
which there are members of the Society, 
two are appointed as ‘‘elders,’’ to sce 
that no inexperienced or untried persons 
are allowed to take part in conducting 
worship, or in speaking at the religious 
meetings. 

The quarterly and annual meetings are 
the Society’s great solemnities. At the 
annual meeting especially, men assemble 
from the mout distant parts of the diocese, 
and with the most intense interest follow 
the discussions, and even take part in 
them. On the first day, only deputies 
chosen by the parochial associations should 
be present ; but such is the interest awak- 
ened, that the committee feel themselves 
obliged to admit to their meeting many 
others, if only they have been introduced 
by any deputy present. On the second 
day, the hall is thrown open to all, and 
the proceedings are very lively. They 
commence about half past six in the 
morning, with a meeting in which, after 
prayer, addresses are delivered by various 
individuals, varying from four to six, 
either colporteurs, or clergymen, or stu- 
dents. These are intermingled with psalins 
and prayer, and the meeting is usually 
continued till about eleven. When the 
weather permits, this meeting is, on ac- 
count of the crowd of people present, held 
in the open air, on the slope of a neigh- 
boring hill, where the speaker has his nu- 
* merous audience under his eye, and thus 
can have a complete view of them,—a 
very impressive spectacle. During this 
time, the committee has been holding its 
meeting in the neighboring house, to ex- 
amine the candidates for the office of col- 
porteur, and to despatch the other busi- 
ness. When the committee has concluded 
its deliberations, the meeting already men- 
tioned closes ; and now begin the brother- 
ly conference and discussions. 


But one would require to be himself 
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present, in order to see that insight into 
the most important questions, and that 
power and freedom in expressing their 
thoughts, which the common people dis- 
play when they have opportunity to exer- 
cise their gifts, and are interested in a 
cause which is so essential and so import- 
ant for all, as religious and ecclesiastical 
matters. This meeting for discussion 
lasts from eleven o’clock to three. After 
dinner, the meeting is shifted to the 
church of Vinslof, about one mile anda 
half (English) distant, and then two ser- 
mons are preached by clergymen previ- 
ously appointed. It is to be remarked, 
that very rarely are worldly and ungodly 
men seen at these meetings. But yet it 
is certain that this society is exerting a 
decided influence on religious life within 
the diocese, partly through its meetings, 
and partly by mears of its colporteurs, 
who are to be met with in all directions. 
And the colporteurs are now almost inva- 
riably received, if not with confidence, 
at least with friendliness and without sus- 
picion, so that it seldom happens that 
they meet with any rude treatment. 
During the last six years, these colpor- 
teurs have disposed of 1,600 Bibles, 5,500 
New Testaments, 2,000 Luther’s Sermons, 
5,000 other larger writings of Luther, 
350,000 tracts of Luther and others. 
—News of the Churches. 


TURKEY. 


There can be no real or permanent re- 
formation in Turkey, so long as her legis- 
lature continues under the pernicious in- 
fluence of the Koran. The Mohamme- 
dan religion, the tendency of which has 
ever been to degrade instead of elevating 
a people, is so interwoven with the polit- 
ical constitution of the country as effect- 
ually to prevent the nation’s progress and 
prosperity. It is not enough for this 
country, therefore, that its present sys- 
tem should be purified or improved, if in- 
deed it is capable of this. Nothing less 
is required than the utter eradication and 
subversion of its superstitious religion, 
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and the substitution of a new faith. The 
country has no reforming element within 
itself, and never can its people be raised 
from the degradation into which they are 
sunk until they have been liberated from 
that abominable imposture of which they 
have so long been the dupes, and of which 
they still are the bigoted advocates. 

The greatest evil of this unhappy and 
infatuated people is the existence and in- 
fluence of the Koran ; and consequently 
their greatest want is the Bible. This 
and nothing but this, has the power of 
regenerating them or of truly reforming 
their social condition; and it is easy to 
conceive to what a position of distinction 
they would attain, if brought under the 
blessed influences of Christianity and civ- 
ilization. And whether we consider the 
past history of this country, its present 
miserable condition, or the glorious future 
which we believe to be in reserve for it, 
there is surely no other which is either 
more likely or more worthy to engage the 
sympathy of the Christian philanthropist. 
It would be @qually wrong and impossi- 
ble, and but an instance of religious per- 
secution which could only find a parallel 
in the bigoted zeal of Mohammedans 
themselves, to obtrude Christianity forci- 
bly upon them. But the same end may 
be obtained by an easier and simpler 
method, and one that is not more expen- 
sive or less effectual. The sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God, is 
mighty to the pulling down of strong- 
holds; and there is no need for wielding 
any other weapon than this. 

Let but the missionary institutions 
which have been planted around the 
coasts and even in the centre of these 
vast dominions be maintained and 
strengthened ; let the number of Bible- 
depots be multiplied, and all other simi- 
lar agencies encouraged and supported, 
and there need be no fear respecting the 
result. Under the powerful influence of 
Christian education and a preached gos- 
pel, the ignorance and superstition which 
have prevailed for 80 many ages in this 
benighted land will gradually disappear, 
and its numerous inhabitants, who are 
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now ‘‘ given over to a strong delusion 80 
as to believe a lie,’’ will be delivered not 
only from political despotism, but from 
moral degradation, and enabled to rejoice 
in that liberty with which Christ makes 
his people free. There is a Greek prov- 
erb which says—** Mohammedan once, 
Mohammedan ever,’’—as if the conver- 
sion of this people to Christianity were 
an impossibility ; and it is quite true that 
they do not know their own want or feel 
their utter helplessness. But by the Act 
of religious toleration which their Gov- 
ernment passed some years ago, they are, 
if not inviting, at least permitting others 
to come to their help. And can it be 
that such permission will not be more 
fully taken advantage of? We can con- 
ceive of no enterprise, indeed, which is 
more glorious or more worthy of a Chris- 
tian nation, than that of emancipating 
from the bondage of ignorance and vice 
those very lands which were the first to 
be blessed and consecrated with the light 
of the gospel.— Record of the Church of 
Scotland. 


MISSION TO ABYSSINIA. 


In God's providence, the way seems 
open for the mission of the English Mis- 
sionary Society in Abyssinia. After 
much delay and hesitation, the Jewish 
Committee have sent out orders to Alex- 
andria, which will probably have the im- 
mediate effect of starting Messrs. Steiger 
and Brandeis, two German missionaries, 
on the way to their field of permanent 
work, 

In an appendix to the report presented 
to the last General Assembly, it was stated 
that apparently insuperable difficulties 
were in the way of the proposed mission. 
The king and archbishop of Abyssinia 
were reported to have said that they would 
not allow any new church in the country, 
and that they would oppose any mission- 
ary enterprise there. Subsequent ac- 
counts have cleared the way. Archbish- 
op Salame has written to a Church of 
England missionary, wishing ‘‘that every 
seed scattered by him may produce thirty, 
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sixty, and a hundredfold, to the glory of 
God our Father and Jesus our Redeemer. 
Amen.”’ And king Theodorus has held 
out encouraging prospects. Bishop Gobat 
has also been consulted, and his advice, 
which carries with it so much weight 
from his long residence in Abyssinia, is 
strongly to the effect that the work should 
now be undertaken. Accordingly, it is 
expected that in the beginning of Novem- 
ber the two missionary brethren will set 
forth from Alexandria, in company with 
Dr. Krapf and other two missionaries, 
who are making for the same destination. 

The journey will be performed on foot, 
the luggage being strapped on the backs 
of horses, and it will occupy, probably, 
from three to four’*months. Some idea of 
the inaccessible nature of the country 
may be formed from a fact mentioned by 
bishop Gobat. In one of the only two 
roads into Abyssinia, the pathway pro- 
ceeds for a considerable distance between 
rocks, which lie so closely together that 
large boxes would be broken to pieces by 
being knocked against them from the mo- 
tion of the horses. Through such defiles 
the apostles passed in olden time, and 
through them again the missionaries of 
the cross are ready to go from love to 
their Lord. 

It may be well to remind our readers 
of the nature of the mission on which 
Mesers Steiger and Brandeis are to set 
forth. The tradition that the church in 
Abyssinia was of apostolic origin, some 
years ago inspired some Christian friends 
with the thought of following the very 
track of the apostles in the new mission 
there. Missionaries were to be planted 
two by two at various stations along the 
route, and one of the stations was made 
over to the Church of Scotland to be oc- 
eupied by her. The series of missions 
was to be called the Missions of the 
Apostles’ Road. 

The two brethren sent forth by the 
church to Alexandria, and now about to 
proceed to Abyssinia, were trained at the 
Chrischona College, near Basle, on the 
system adopted there. The missionaries 
in that institution are taught to ‘labor, 
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working with their hands ;”’ so as, like 
the apostle Paul, to combine handicraft 
with the preaching of the gospel. The 
advantages of this system in a country 
where missions are about to be established 
are obvious. They cost much less ; they 
set an excellent example of industry be- 
fore the natives; and they carry home 
the idea of disinterestedness to the native 
mind more easily and fully than the or- 
dinary system. Our two missionaries at 
Cassandra have been sent there on this 
system; and Messrs. Steiger and Bran- 
deis are to set forth for Abyssinia on the 
same. The church at large will surely 
appreciate the motives of the men who ge 
thus to venture their lives for Jesus Christ 
on a salary of £50 a year! That is a 
feature of our Jewish mission, for which 
we claim the attention of the church.— 
Dr. Krapf, the well-known traveller in 
eastern Africa, to whom the cause of geo- 
graphical discovery owes so much, goes 
to Abyssinia in company with our mis- 
sionaries, being at present engaged as an 
agent by the Wesleyan Missionary Soci 
ety. He entertains the hope that the fer- 
tile districts of Abyssinia will yet be fixed 
on, a8 a field for the growth of cotton for 
the English market. He mentions par 
ticularly the districts of Malama, Doka, 
and Wechne, as suitable for this purpose, 
and he adds, perhaps this article (cotton) 
would alone be sufficient to maintain the 
whole mission.’’ We, perhaps, cannot 
hope for such a result as that; but the 
probability of something being done in 
Abyssinia to enlarge the field for the 
growth of cotton is one which will not 
fail at present to lend new interest to our 
infant mission there. 

The bulk of the population of Abyssinia 
(which consists in all of four or five mil- 
lions) profess a kind of corrupt Christian- 
ity, in which heathen, Mohammedan, and 
Jewish rites are mingled together. The 
old Arian disputes as to the person of 
Christ are still continued there, with 
much of the subtlety that formerly distin- 
guished them. The following extract 
from Pritchard’s Physical History of Man, 
will be found interesting :—‘‘There is no 
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part of Africa, Egypt being excepted, the 
history of which is connected with s0 
many objects of interest as Abyssinia. A 
region of alpine mountains, ever difficult 
of access by its nature and peculiar situ- 
ation, concealing in its bosom the long 
sought sources of the Nile, and the still 
more mysterious origin of its singular 
people, Abyssinia has alone preserved in 
the heart of Africa its peculiar literature 
and its ancient Christian church. What 
is still more remarkable, it has preserved 
existing remains of a previously existing 
and wide-spread Judaism ; and, with a 
language approaching more than any 
living tongue to the Hebrew, a state of 
manners and a peculiar character of its 
people, which represent in these latter 
days the habits and customs of the ancient 
Israelites in the times of Gideon and 
Joshua. So striking is the resemblance 
between the modern Abyssinians and the 
Hebrews of old, that we can hardly look 
upon them but as branches of one nation ; 
and if we had not convincing evidence to 
the contrary, and knew not for certain 
that the Abrahamide originated in Chal- 
dea, and to the northward and eastward 
of Palestine, we might frame a very prob- 
able hypothesis which should bring them 
down asa band of wandering shepherds 
from the mountains of Habesh ( Abyssin- 
ia) and identify them with the pastor 
kings, who, according to Manetho, mul- 
tiplied in the lands of the Pharaohs ; and 
being after some centuries expelled thence 
by the will of the gods, sought refuge in 
Judea, and built the walls of Jerusalem. 
Such an hypothesis would explain the ex- 
istence of an almost Israelitish people, and 
the preservation of a language so nearly 
approaching to the Hebrew in intertropi- 
cal Africa. It is certainly untrue, and 
we find no other easy explanation of the 
fact which the history of Abyssinia pre- 
sents, and particularly the early exten- 
sion of the Jewish religion and customs 
through that country.” 

The Jews in Abyssinia are called Fel- 
ashaws, or emigrants. They are said to 
number about 200,000. They have nei- 
ther Talmud nor tradition, and adhere 
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rigidly to the Levitical system. They 
trace back their origin in Abyssinia to the 
days of Rehoboam ; and from the tenth 
century till 1800, had their own king and 
laws. When Mr. Stern, a missionary of 
the Church of England, visited them in 
1859, he found an extraordinary desire 
for the Word of God, some men ‘‘follow- 
ing him for days and days over mountains 
and rocks, perfectly indifferent to toil 
and hunger, hardships and fatigue, with 
no other object in view except to satisfy 
the universal craving to secure for their 
respective settlements a copy of the in- 
spired volume,”” 

Could there be a better promise at the 
establishment of a mission? Give us 
such a yearning for the Word of God, 
and we find there the best opening for 
mission work. Give usa high value for 
the Word of God when possessed, and 
there we descry the signs of a living 
church. May we see more and more 
tokens at home of a strong love for the 
Bible we already possess; and may the 
craving of the Felashaws of Abyssinia 
to possess it, be blessed to open their 
hearts for the reception of the Saviour! 
—Record of the Church of Scotland, 


TAMIL COOLIE MISSION. 


Large numbers of coolies from Southern 
India are employed on the goffee-planta- 
tionsin the Kandy district of Ceylon. In 
the year 1854-55, some of the coffee-planv- 
ers invited the Rev. W. Knight, one of 
the Society's clerical Secretaries, who 
was at that time in the island, to visit 
these settlements, and devise, if possible, 
some means of promoting the moral and 
religious welfare of the coolies while they 
remained in Ceylon, The result was, 
the commencement of missionary opera- 
tions on a new und interesting basis ; the 
native churches in Tinnevelly were to 
supply the catechists, the planters to pro- 
vide the salaries, and the Church Mission- 
ary Society was to be honored by the 
management and superintendence of the 
whole work, of which the coolies were to 
receive the benefit. 
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The area of the mission is extensive.— 
The catechists, under the superintendence 
of our experienced missionary, the Rev. 
8. Hobbs, are engaged in visiting 500 es- 
tates, and preaching ‘‘to upwards of 100,- 
000 people, scattered over a mountainous 
country upwards of 3,000 square miles in 
extent. The difficulties necessarily attend- 
ant on such an undertaking are enhanced 
by the migrations of the people, many of 
the new inquirers returning to their coun- 
try before the catechists can pay them a 
second visit. Nevertheless, as many as 
twenty-three adults have attained suffi- 
cient knowledge of the leading doctrines 
of Christianity to give a clear account of 
the essentials of their faith. It is alsoa 
remarkable coincidence, that the district 
in Tinnevelly, in which the Christian 
church has lately received such large ac- 
cessions from the heathen population, is 
one of those from which large numbers of 
coolies visit Ceylon. Whether the efforts 
of the catechists here have contributed in 
any degree to this result, the committee 
have not heard; but it seems probable, 
especially as it is known that there are 
Christians residing there who received 
their first religious impressions in Cey- 
lon.”” 


This is a fact of much interest and im- 
portance. Fragments of races, separated 
from the national masses to which they 
belong, and consequently free from the 
tyranny of prevailing customs and other 
counteracting influences, have not unfre- 
quently been found more open to the ac- 
tion of Christian truth than if they had 
remained at home. Advantage should be 
taken of these opportunities. If, as these 
Indian coolies do, they retain connection 
with the parent stock, not only will they 
be benefitted themselves, but, on return- 
ing home, they will communicate to their 
friends and relatives the knowledge they 
had acquired, and thus act as leaven in 
the lump. 


The great want which’ this interesting 
work has to contend with, is one very 
general over the missionary ficld—a defi- 
cient supply of laborers. For the wide 
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field of effort to which we have referred, 
there are only six catechists. 

Very urgent requests for duly-qualified 
eatechists had been made to all the Tamil 
mission-stations which have training in- 
stitutions connected with them. Such 
appeals have been made to Tinnevelly, 
Jaffna, Madura, Nagercoil, Neyoor, 
Trichinopoly, Madras &c.; and though 
they have been kindly received, the need- 
ful supply has not been granted. It is 
gratifying to know that the reason why 
catechists have not been sent here is, that 
they are so urgently required in their own 
country, and that new converts, requiring 
instruction, continue to be so numerous, 
that every available catechist is required 
to teach them. In one district alone, in 
Tinnevelly, during the past year (1860) 
as many as fifteen hundred persons have 
renounced their heathen errors, and sought 
Christian instruction. 

This being the case, we may reasonably 
hope that the want will be but temporary ; 
the very cause of it being of such a na- 
ture as eventually to furnish a fresh sup- 
ply. In the meantime, the Directors of 
one of the Church Missionary Society’s 
Training Institutions in India have offered 
to maintain and educate candidates, es- 
pecially for Ceylon. ‘Two or three Tamil 
Christians, who have manifested consider- 
able zeal, have already been sent over from 
Ceylon to that Institution, with the view, 
eventually, of their employment here. 

The catechists are courteously received 
by all classes of people. From the Euro- 
pean gentlemen residing on the estates 
they receive unvarying kindness. ‘The 
conductors, canganies, and coolies contin- 
ue to be well affected towards the cate- 
chists, although they know, and by this 
time thoroughly understand, what their 
object and desire is; for there is nothing 
which wins the respect of the Tamil peo- 
ple more than a courteous and candid 
straight-forwardness. The genuine feel- 
ing of the Tamil people towards the cate- 
chists is strikingly illustrated in a depart- 
ment of the mission, small indeed, com- 
pared with the rest, but of growing im- 
portance and great interest, namely, the 
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native estates in the neighborhood of the 
town of Kandy. Within a circuit of 
about three miles round the town of Kan- 
dy, there are now as many as sixty small 
estates owned by natives, Singhalese, and 
Tamils, all employing Tamil coolies, vary- 
ing from seven or eight to fifty in number. 
As thereare no Europeans connected with 
these miniature estates, it cannot be sup- 
posed that the coolies think to please mas- 
ters by listening to the catechists ; and 
yet some of the most interesting incidents 
which have transpired during the year 
have been on these native estates. The 
catechists are welcomed in almost all of 
them ; the tracts are received and read 
with avidity, and, in several instances, 
conviction of the truth has been the re- 
sult. 

Several promising congregations have 
been brought together, one numbering as 
many as 200. The total number of Tamil 
Protestant Christians found on the estates 
in 1856 was 381 ; in 1860 they were found 
to be 777, rather more than double. 

One interesting feature connected with 
these congregations is the Tamil Chris- 
tians’ Friend Society. It is supported by 
the Tamil Christians themeelves. It is, 
however, a rule of that society that the 
euperintendent of the Coolie mission for 
the time being, shall always be the pres- 
ident of the society. It was thought that 


_the friends of the mission would be pleased 


to hear of such a benevolent and truly 
Christian movement among the Tamil 
congregations connected with it, and it is 
believed that they will be gratified to 
hear of its continuance and prosperity.— 
The Tamil Committee have relieved every 
indigent Christian who had any claim 
upon their society according to the rules, 
and several others to whom the rules 
would not have admitted a right, but yet 
did not restrict the (Tamil) Committee 
from giving asa matterof bounty. Also, 
on hearing of the distress arising from 
the famine in Northern India, at their 
next meeting they unanimously voted a 
grant of £4 for the relief of the sufferers, 
in addition to which, collections and sub- 
scriptions were made in the ‘Tamil congre- 
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gations, to the amount of £3 15s. more, 
80 that they had the pleasure of trans- 
mitting the sum of £7 15s. to the Famine 
Relief Fund in Calcutta. They held their 
second annual meeting on the 25th De- 
cember 1860, having chosen Christmas- 
day, because they could anticipate a larger 
attendance than at any other season.— 
There was a good number present, and 
the speeches made on the occasion were 
very interesting. They still have a bal- 
ance of about £30 in their treasury. 

One unmistakable evidence of the sus- 
tained and increasing interest felt by the 
planters, and other inhabitants of the is- 
land in the spiritual welfare of the Tamil 
laborers is the increase in the income of 
the mission. We wish it were so at home; 
here we have a decrease—there, there is 
a large balance in the current account, 
thus proving that the planters in Ceylon 
are liberally performing that part in the 
mission which they undertook.— Record 
of the Church of Scotland, 


THE JAPANESE. 

The houses of the Japanese are as sin- 
gular as the people themselves. They 
consist of a house within a house. 

And first, as to the outer house. Of 
the better classes the houses are of stone, 
or are constructed of a framework of bam- 
boo, or lath covered with tenacious mud ; 
this being covered with a coat of plaster, 
is either painted or becomes bleached by 
exposure. Mouldings are often arranged 
in diagonal lines over the surface of the 
building, and these being painted white 
and contrasting with the dark ground be- 
hind, give the houses a curious piebald 
look. ‘The roofs are often of colored tiles, 
alternately black and whitc, the eaves 
being extended low down in front of the 
walls, so as to protect the inmates from 
the sun, and the oiled paper windows 
from the effects of the rain. There are, 
besides, movable shutters, which by 
night are fastened to the posts which 
support the verandahs. 

The inner house is a large framework, 
raised two feet above the ground, and di- 
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vided into several compartments by means 
of sliding panels. The raised floor, which 
extends over the whole area of the house, 
is covered with white mats, made soft 
and thick by being lined at the bottom 
with straw. These are very neatly woven 
and bound with cloth, and are all of the 
uniform size prescribed by law, being 
three feet by six, and placed in rows upon 
the floor so neatly as to have the appear- 
ance of one piece. Upon these mats the 
people sit to take their meals, to converse 
with their friends, and lie down at night 
to sleep, having then a quilted mat fora 
cover, and a hard box for a pillow. 

The interior of the house is plain and 
simple, but scrupulously neat and clean. 
In some of the better houses are occasion- 
ally to be found wood-carvings of exquis- 
ite workmanship, though not very elabo- 
rate in design. The paper windows and 
sliding screens which divide the compart- 
ments are often adorned with paintings of 
landscapes and birds. In addition to the 
panels, the walls of the house are often 
hung with gay painted paper, which, 
being arranged as rolling maps are with 
us, is movable at pleasure. 

The furniture of a Japanese house con- 
sists simply of the floor-mats and house- 
hold utensils, which are simple and few. 
They have no need for chairs, although 
sometimes, on state occasions, they are 
provided. Tables are not ordinarily used. 
Lacquered cups, bowls, porcelain vessels, 
and chopsticks, comprise the arrangements 
for dining. The tea-kettles, which are 
always at hand, simmering over the fire in 
the kitchen, are made of bronze, silver, 
or fire-proof earthenware. In the poorer 
dwellings, there is in the centre of the 
common sitting-room, a square hole built 
in with tiles and filled with sand, in which 
a charcoal fire is always kept burning, 
and suspended above it, on a tripod, is 
the teakettle. The better houses are 
warmed by metal braziers placed on lac- 
quered stands, containing burning char- 
coal, which are easily moved from room 
to room. The dwellings of the upper 
classes are surrounded by handsome gar- 
dens and pleasure-grounds, tastefully 
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planted with fruit and shade trees, and 
bounded with green hedges. 

Japanese life has gone forward after 
the same fashion for generations. Noth- 
ing can be more affecting than to visit the 
grave-yards in the vicinity of the heathen 
temples, and think upon the multitudes 
which have lived and died without the 
knowledge of Christ. Near each grave 
are square posts and boards, with the 
names of the dead, upon which are paint- 
ed various quotations from the sacred 
books of Buddha, moral sentences, &c.— 
Some of these may exhibit to our readers 
the darkness which is abroad. Here is 
one—‘*Multitudes fill the graves ;’’ and 
then, ‘*To enable to enter the abodes of 
the perfect, and to sympathize fully with 
the men of the world, belongs to Buddha. 
It is only by this one vehicle, the coffin, 
we can enter Hades. There is nought 
like Buddha, nothing at all.”’ Again. 
‘*He whose prescience detects knowledge, 
says, ‘As the floating grass is blown by 
the gentle breeze, or the glancing ripples 
of autumn disappear when the sun goes 
down, or as the ship returns home to her 
old shore, so is life : it is a smoke, a morn- 
ing tide.’’’ But what hope have the 
poor heathen of Japan in the prospect of 
man’s immortality? Alas! nothing bet- 
ter than this—‘*He who has left humani- 
ty is now perfected by Buddha’s name, 
as the withered moss is by the dew.’”’-— 
The Lord in his providence has opened 
Japan to intercourse with the nations : 
may He move his people to send the gos- 
pel to these thirty-five millions of heathen, 
who, if illuminated thereby, would become 
a great people. May the sympathies of 
Christians be powerfully excited on be- 
half of the blinded Buddhists of Japan, 
and prompt efforts be made to enter in by 
the partially-opened door, until with en- 
larging opportunities, Christ be preached, 
as ‘the only name under heaven given to 
men whereby they may be saved.’’—Reo- 
ord of the Church of Scotland. 


MADAGASCAR. 
The joyful intelligence from the island of 
Madagascar, which appeared in the Magazine 


q 
| a 
ee 
| 
| 
7 
. 
| 


Miscellany.— Madagascar. 


for February, will prepare the way for the 
following notice. — 

With feelings of devout thankfulness 
and joy we are able to confirm to the full- 
est extent the’ hopes which we have ex- 
pressed during the last two months with 
regard to the blessed change which the 
providence of God has wrought on behalf 
of his suffering saints in Madagascar, and 
the prospects with which they are now 
cheered of future liberty, security, and 
peace. By the last mail from Mauritius, 
the following letter has arrived from some 
of the most devoted Christian pastors and 
other native brethren in Madagascar ; and 
we feel assured that our readers, as they 
peruse the important statements it con- 
tains, will exultingly exclaim, ‘‘The Lord 
hath done great things for them, whereof 
we are glad.”’ 

It will be seen that the Prince Royal 
is now securely established on the throne 
of Madagascar, as Radama II.—that he 
has opened the prison doors and set the 
captives free—that he has struck off the 
fetters from the enslaved, and called back 
the wandering and persecuted refugee to 
his peaceful home. Tiese Christian cor- 
respondents, writing to Mr. Ellis, are now 
able, on the authority of their sovereign, 
to give him an earnest invitation to visit 
their capital. Thus they write :— 

“We tell you, our beloved friend, that 
whosoever of our brethren and sisters 
wish to come up to Antananarivo, there 
is no obstacle in the way. All is free, for 
Radama II. said to us: ‘Write to our 
friends in London, and say that Radama 
II. reigns, and say that whosoever wishes 
to come up can come.’ And bring all 
the Bibles and tracts with ycu, for we 
long to see your face, if it be the will of 
God.”” 

This invitation, on the part of Mr. 
Ellis, had been anticipated. As we stat- 
ed in our last number,* he embarked at 
Southampton on the 20th November, and 
has, we trust, through the preserving 
mercy of God, ere this landed at Mauri- 
tius. Here it is probable further tidings 
will await him from the Christians at the 


* See Mag. for Feb., p. 48. 
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capitel, who will have heard of his ap- 
proach. At the earliest period that may 
prove compatible with safety, he will pro- 
ceed to Tamatave, and thence to Antana- 
narivo. This, however, a8 we previously 
intimated, from the insalubrious state of 
the country, cannot be attempted for sev- 
eral weeks ; but in the interval Mr. Ellis 
will doubtless be able to acquire ample 
knowledge of everything affecting both 
the Government and the native Christians, 
from correspondence with the Rev. J. J. 
Le Brun, who probably reached the cap- 
ital about the end of October. 

The Directors of the London Missionary 
Society, now fully assured that God has 
opened a wide and effectual door, are most 
deeply anxious that messengers from the 
churches should be found ready to enter 
in and broadcast the field with the good 
seed of the kingdom, before the enemy, 
who is eagerly waiting for the opportuni- 
ty, can scatter tares. Two well qualified 
agents have already offered themselves for 
this great service ; but six at least will be 
required for its commencement; and we 
trust that those Christian friends who 
have long joined in prayer to the God of 
missions for the downfall of tyranny and 
superstition in Madagascar, will now 
blend with their thanksgivings their con- 
tinued and earnest supplications to the 
Divine Head of the church, that He would 
thrust forth an adequate number of de- 
voted laborers, who, after a scason of 
faithful and self-denying toil, shall be re- 
warded with a glorious harvest. 

Antananarivo, Sept. 11th, 1861. 

Rev. Wm. Ellis, 

‘«We have received the letter that you 
wrote in the month of June, 1861, which 
came from London, and we rejoice at the 
exhortation you gave for our continuance 
in Jesus Christ, and your remembrance 
of usin your prayers to God; and that 
the brethren and sisters with you ceased 
not to entreat God on behalf of the breth- 
ren and sisters with us. 

‘*And now God has heard the prayers 
which we have offered to Him, and Mad- 
agascar is wide open for the Word of 
God; those that were in bonds are now 
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all released from their chains, and are 
come to Antananarivo. The pilgrims 
that were in hiding places are now to be 
seen ; and these are now new things with 
us. 

“On Friday, the 23rd of August, Rana- 
yalona, the Queen, died, and Rakotond 
Radama was raised to be the King of 
Madagascar. On the 23rd of August, 
1861, he, Radama II., was raised to be 
the King. 

‘But there was nearly a contention 
about it; for Prince Ramboasalama hired 
many people to set him upon the throne, 
and there was nearly a struggle at An- 
tananarivo among the people. But God 
overturned their foolish plans to nothing, 
and the officers, and the judges, and the 
leaders of the people were banished by 
the king, and sentaway as exiles. Prince 
Ramboasalama was also banished from 
Antananarivo, and those people that were 
chained and banished were those people 
that were strong in persecuting and did 
not like the Christians. And now we 
thank God for subduing the enemy. 

‘‘When the people heard it proclaimed 
that Radama II. reigned, all the people, 
both great and small, rejoiced exceedingly ; 
and the Commander-in-Chief, Rainiharo’s 
son and his family, and some of the offi- 
cers and Christians, did all to cause Ra- 
dama II. to reign. But all these people 
had not power enough to do that ; for it 
was God who sought to do good for Mad- 
agascar, and gave strength to these peo- 
ple to cause Radama II. to reign. 

‘‘And on Thursday, the 29th August, 
1861, we that were in concealment ap- 
peared: Rainivao, Ramiandry, Rainike- 
taka, Razaka, Rabodo, and Andrianba- 
hiny ; then all the people were astonished 
when they saw us, that we were alive and 
not yet buried or eaten by the dogs, and 
there were a great many of the people de- 
siring to see us, for they considered us as 
dead—and this is what astonished them. 
On the 9th of September those that were 
in fetters came to Antananarivo, but they 
could not walk on account of the weight 
of their heavy fetters, and their weak and 
feeble bodies. 


“And this we tell you, our beloved 
friend, that whosoever of our brethren or 
sisters that wish to come up to Antana- 
narivo, there is no obstacle in the way. 
All is free, for Radama II. said to us: 
‘Write to our friends in London, and say 
that Radama II. reigns, and say, that 
whosoever wishes to come up can come.’ 
And bring all the Bibles and tracts with 
yoa ; for we long to see your face, if it be 
the will of God. Weare much in want 
of medicine, for many are sick and feeble 
among the Christians, and we long for 
you to come up to Antananarivo. And 
we visit you, and we visit your wife, and 
we visit your children, and all the breth- 
ren and sisters in the faith. Until we meet 
may God bless you, saith Rainivao, Ra- 
miandry, Rainitahina, Rabe, Razakaiosa, 
Ralaka, Ratsilainget. ‘And all the breth- 
ren and sisters salute you.’’— Lond. Miss 
Chron. 


ITALY. 


The chief part of the work of evangel- 
ization in this country is in the hands of 
the Synod of the Waldenses. There are 
three or four so-called ‘‘Italian Church’’ 
ministers, of excellent character, and un- 
happily a few radical Independents, re- 
jecting all church government ; the views 
of this class are too extreme to authorize 
the expectation of much benefit from their 
labors. The Waldensian church itself is 
but a small body, compared with some of 
the churches of other lands ; it has less 
than forty ministers. But it is the oldest 
evangelical church in Europe, dating its 
existence many centuries before the Re- 
formation, and its pure doctrine, Presby- 
terian government, and well settled or- 
der, give it great power for good to the 
people of Italy, the greater because its 
members are themselves Italians. They 
are not of the plains, but of the moun- 
tains, in whose valleys they so long held 
forth their testimony for Christ, never ac- 
knowledging the authority of the bishop 
of Rome. At the call of Providence, 
they have now sent down into the plains 
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of their country some of their ablest and 
best men. At Turin, Genoa, Milan, Leg- 
horn, Pisa, Florence, Bologna, Naples, 
and a few other places, there are Walden- 
sian ministers or colporteurs. The Theo- 
logical Seminary was transferred during 
the last year from La Tour to Florence, 
to be nearer the centre of the work, and 
had nine or ten students under the in- 
struction of two professors,—one of whom 
is Dr. Revel, with whom many of our 
Christian people had the pleasure of be- 
coming acquainted a few years ago on his 
visit to this country. Since the middle 
of October last, one of the Waldensian 
ministers has been stationed in Naples, 
where he conducts services on Sabbath 
and Thursday, and meets with any who 
desire instruction ; he also superintends 
the distribution of religious books in that 
city by colporteurs. A Scotch minister, 
who is settled at Florence, speaks in warm 
terms of the service which can now be 
rendered to religion by means of these 
publications: ‘‘Books for the times are 


all consulted eagerly. Thousands of cop- 
ies are being now printed and scattered 


by us over the land.’’ Especially may 
the greatest benefit be expected from the 
circulation of the Sacred Scriptures ; and 
it forms indeed a marked event in the 
history of modern Italy, that even in Na- 
ples, ‘during the seven days immediately 
following the opening of the cases con- 
taining the Scriptures, 1,100 copies were 
sold.’’—Home and For. Record. 


DONATIONS, 
RecEIvVED In JANUARY, 1862. 


Thomaston, 2nd ch., Ladies’ 
For. Miss. Soc., Mrs. Benj. 
Robinson tr., 10; Damaris- 
cotta Mills, Rev. Wm. Hur- 
lin 2; Warren, Ladies’ Bap. 
For. Miss. Soc., Mrs. Eliza A. 
Kennedy tr., 12; Kendus- 
keag, T. B. Robinson 15; 
Greene Cor., ch. and soc. 15- 
-50; New Gloucester, a friend 
1; Farmington, ch. 5; Water- 
ville, lst ch., of wh. 10 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., 87.03; Bethel, Mrs. 


M. J. Newton 2; East Sum- 
ner, ch. 16.50; 


New Hampshire. 


Francistown, Bequest of Dea. 
John True 12; Exeter, Elm 
st. ch. 5.61; Dunbarton, ch., 
tow. sup. of Rev. J. Wade, 
D.D., Maulmain, Burmah, 
3; Concord, Rev. C. W, Flan- 
ders, D.D., 100; 


Vermont. 


West Wardsboro’, ch. and soc., 
of wh. 2 is fr. Sab. Sch., tow. 
sup. of Rev. M. J. Knowlton, 
Ningpo, China, 13; Cornwall, 
Roxalana Peet 2; Essex, Mrs. 
Mary A. Johnson 2; 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, Baldwin Place ch., A. 
G. Stimson tr., 126.41; Chel- 
sea, Ist ch. and soc., Dea, 
James Loring tr., mon. con. 
colls. 131.23; Cary Ave. ch., 
E. C. Fitz tr., mon. con. 19- 
-88; Brookline, ch. and cong., 
Dea. D. Sanderson tr., mon. 
con. 27.49; Newton, (Centre) 
Ist ch., Rev. J. G@. Warren, 
D.D. 50; (Up. Falls) Miss 
Eliza Jameson, for Prome 
Mission, Burmah, 10; .Fra- 
mingham, Ist ch., Sab. Sech., 
to sup. nat. pr., care Rey. E. 
A. Stevens, Rangoon, Bur- 
mah, 25; Taunton Green, ch. 
60; Philip E. Hill 20; Bel- 
lingham, Estate of Seneca 
White, Rev. J. T. Massey, re- 
siduary legatee 20; Dighton, 
ch., a few friends 2; So. Scit- 
uate, Rev. D. B. Ford 3; 
Mrs. Lavina 8. Ford 2; 

Old Cambridge,ch. 500; Charles- 
town, a friend 5; Somerville, 
Ist ch., G. W. Robinson tr,, 
42; Malden, Ist ch., E. 8. 
Converse tr., of wh. 46 is fr. 
F. A. Smith, and 31.45 from 
Ladies’ Bap. Sewing Society, 
Mrs. Rebecca Waitt tr., 258- 
-12; Haverhill, lst ch., Geo, 
Appleton tr., with prev. do- 
nas. to cons. Rey. Augustus 
H. Strong and L. R. George 
H. L. M., 150; Chelmsford, a 
friend 17; Lawrence, M. B., 
quarterly contrib. 5; Ando- 
ver, ch., A. M. Greene tr.,5; 982.12 

Springfield, ch., I. T. Taylor tr., 
mon. con. 50; Holyoke, lst ch. 
30; Coleraine, Rev. L. Ames 
1; Belchertown, ch. 11; Web- 
ster, ch., of wh. 30 is fr. Dea. 
Solomon Robinson, to sup. 
Sau Pwai-pau, nat. pr., care 
Rev. F. Mason, D.D., Toung- 
oo, Burmah, 45.50; 


Rhode Island. 
Providence, Ist ch., Sab. Sch., 
Miss E. Bailey's cl., tow. 


497.01 


137.60 
1616.63 
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sup. of Rev. M. H. Bixby, 
Shan Mission, Toungoo, Bur- 
mah, 6.36; a friend, for Rev. 
M. H. Bixby’s chapel, Toun- 
goo, addl. 100; “A. B., to be 
used by Rev. F. Mason, Toun- 
goo, addl. 50; 
Baptist State Convention, R. B. 
Chapman, Sec., Providence, 
Ist ch., of wh. 28.57 is mon. 
con. in Dec. and Jan., 16 an. 
sub. per 0. Johnson, collect- 
or, 30 an. sub. per N. F. Mat- 
thewson, collector, and 12 an. 
sub. per R. B. Chapman, col- 
lector, 86.57; Central ch., 
Sab. Sch., per J. Boyce, 
Supt., 102; Pawtucket, ch., 
Jas. Olney tr., 34.22; Wick- 
ford, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Mrs. 
Ruth Stanton, per N. N. 
Spink, 20; 


New York, 


Lowville, Rev. 0. Wilbur 5; 
Le Roy, Miss Margaret Pier- 
son 4; Alleghany city, M. R. 
Trevor 5; Oneida, Almira 
Town 3; Buffalo, Mrs. Mil- 
lard Fillmore, for Burman 
Missions, 25; afriend 1; Glov- 
ersville, Karen Fem. Mias. 
Soc., to sup. two nat. Karen 

rs., care Rev. B. C. Thomas, 
fenthada, Burmah, 50; East 
Pembroke, Rev. J. L. Smith, 
to sup. Sau Waw-hai, asst. 
pastor of the Tah Krai ch., 
Maulmain, Burmah, 15; Sar- 
atoga Springs, ch. 40; Gro- 
ton, ch., mon. con. 26; 

Black River Asso. 36.04; Ad- 
ams Village, ch., mon. con. 
5.22; 

Otsego Asso., 8. T. Livermore 


tr., 

Chenango Asso., Joseph Bald- 
win tr., Norwich, ch. 39.50; 
Guilford, 2nd ch. 9.50; Pitch- 
er, Rev. Henry Cady 5; Wm. 
G. Elsworth and wife 2; Tri- 
angle, Rev. M. M. Everts 5; 
Joseph Self 25 cts.; — Bow- 
man 25 cts.; a friend 7 cts.; 
North Norwich, Rev. B. 8. 
Williams 2; Coventry and 
Greene, ch. 16.50; 

Fayetteville, Mrs. Hannah Moe- 
Cumber, of wh. 60 is for sup. 
of nat. pr., care Mrs. M. B. 
Ingalls, and 40 to be used by 
Mrs. Ingalls at her Mission, 
Rangoon, Burmah, per H. 
Edwards, 

Wayne Asso., Arcadia, ch. 10; 
Walworth, Ist ch. 7.50; 2nd 
ch. 7; Sodus, ch. 2.52; Clyde, 
ch. 2.50; per Rev. R. Morey, 
agent, 

Monroe Asso., Perrinton, ch. 
18.70; Webster, Mark Curtis 
1; per Rev. R. M., agent, 

Niagara Asso., New Fane, ch., 

per Rey. R. M., agent, 


156.36 


242.79 


-—— 399.15 


174.00 


41.26 
32.40 


80.07 


500.00 


29.52 


19.70 
7.00 


Orleans Asso., Gaines and Mur- 
ray, ch., Mrs. Van Dusen, 
per Rey. R. M., agent, 

Worcester Asso., coll. semi an. 
meeting 9; Milford, ch. 12- 
-26; Maryland, ch. 16.62; 
West Worcester, ch. 34.25; 
Middlefield, ch. 7.01; per 
Rev. 0. Dodge, agent, 

Hudson River South Asso., 
Mariners’ Harbor, ch. 27.32; 
Greenpoint, ch. 3.25; G. T. 
Hope 5; Stanton st. ch. 35; 
South ch., N. Y., 44.09; 
Washington ave. ch. 103; per 

tev. O. D., agent, 

New York Asso., Bedford Ave. 
ch. 17.81; Central ch., Mis- 
sion school 7.57; per Rev 0. 
D., agent, 

Washington Union Asso., Rev. 
W. Bogert 10; John Newton 
10; A. R. Mason 5; per Rev. 
O. D., agent, 

Dutchess Asso., Amenia, ch. 7; 
South Dover, ch. 2.50; per 
Rey. 0. D., agent, 

Hudson River North Asso., E. 
Hillsdale, che, per Rev. 0. 
D., agent, 

Ballston Spa, Dea. S. R. Gar- 
rett, per Rev. O. D., agent, 


New Jersey. 


Newark, 5th ch., Mrs. Caroline 
Gould 

East N. J. Asso., Somerville, 
ch., Somerville and Raritan 
Sab. Sch., semi an. coll., to 
sup. Too Yai, nat. pr., Hen- 
thada, Burmah, per Rev. J. 
French, agent, 

Central N. J. Asso., Hamilton 
Square, ch. 34.52; Cherry- 
ville, ch. 50; per Rev. J. F., 
agent, 

East N. J. Asso., Morristown, 
F. M. 8. 3.89; Middletown, 
ch. 26.45; 2nd ch. 19; Seotch 
Plains, ch. 60.94; Chance- 
ville, ch. 8; Piscataway, ch. 


5.00 


79.14 


217.66 


10.00 


5.00 
— 1260.63 


5.00 


20.00 


71.79; per Rev. O. ied 


agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Reading, Rev. Geo. Frear 1; 
Tioga, ch. and cong. 4.43; 
North Philadelphia Asso., Har- 
risburg, a friend of missions, 
per Rev. S. M. Osgood, agent, 

Bradford Asso., East Smithfield, 
ch., per Rev. J. French, agent, 

Pittsburg Asso., Pittsburg, 
Union Bap. Sab. Sch., per 
Rev. J. F., agent, 

Centre Asso., Shirleysburg, Sab. 
Sch 


Central Union Asso., Holmes- 
burg, ch., of wh. 2.91 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., 6.66; Frankford, 
ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Sab. Sch., 
26.05; per Rev. J. F., agent, 


10.00 


49.24 
4.50 


32.71 
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North Philadelphia Asso., Ply- 
mouth, ch. 2.15; Manyunk, 
ch., of wh. 5.25 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., 20; Germantown, ch. 
55; Mt. Pleasant, ch. 4.09; 
per Rev. J. F., agent, 

Philadelphia Asso., Chestnut 
Hill, ch. 6.88; Philadelphia, 
2nd ch. 28.83; per Rev. J. F., 
agent, 


Ohio. 


Plymouth, Calista Robbins 75 
cts.; Painesville, ch., of wh. 
16.03 is mon. con. and 1.69 
fr. Sab. Sch., 17.72; Wash- 
ington, Asenath Yeoman 4; 
Cherry Valley, David Colby 
2: 


Maumee Asso., Defiance, ch. 

Miami Union Asso., Spring- 
field, Ist ch., per Rev. H. 
Davis, agent, 

Seneca Asso., Tiffin, ch., per 
Rey. H. D., agent, 

Huron Asso., North Fairfield, 
ch. 2.41; Mrs. D. O. Maybin 
5; per Rev. H. D., agent, 

Miami Asso., per Rev. H. D., 
agent, 

Zoar Asso., Mrs. Vlizabeth Ram- 
age, to sup. nat. Karen pr., 
25; Mrs. Louisa J. Bethel, to 
sup. nat. Karen pr., 25; per 
Rey. H. D., agent, 


Indiana. 


South Bend, ch., of wh. 64 is 
mon. con. and 7 fr. Sab. Sch., 
71; New Philadelphia, Eli 
Batt 75 cts.; Franklin, Sab. 
Sch., tow. sup. of a pupil in 
Rey. B. C. Thomas’ school, 
Henthada, Burmah, 8; 


Illinois. 
Plainfield, ch., tow. sup. of a 
nat. pr., care Rev. D. L. 
Brayton, Rangoon, Burmah, 
7; Plymouth, R. L. Caldwell 


Bloomfield Asso., Goshen, ch. 
14.44; Tolona, two little cbil- 
dren, Mary P. and A. Judson 
Elliott 25 cts. each, 50 cts. ; 
per Rev. 5. M. Osgood, agent, 

Chicago Asso., Chicago, Masters 
George Kenney 1.13 and 
Charles Kenney 87 cts.; per 
Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 

Franklin Asso., Benton, ch., per 
Rev. 5. M. O., agent, 

Illinois River East Asso., Fair- 
burg, ch., per Rev. 5. M. O., 


agent, 
Nine Mile Asso., New Salem, 


35.71 
226.07 


ions, [ March, 1862, 


is fr. Sab. Sch., 24.21; Griggs- 
ville, ch. 40; Payson, ch., 
Dea. G. Kay 5; per Rev. 8. 
M. U., agent, 

Springfield Asso., Springfield, 
Ist ch., Sab. Sch., to sup. Ko 
Myat La, Tavoy, Burmah, 
per Rev. 5. M. O., agent, 


Michigan. 

Ann Arbor, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. 
Sab. Sch., and 7 tow. sup. of 
nat. pr., care Rev. B.C. Thom- 
as, Henthada, Burmah, 27; 
Fairfield and Royalton, ch. 
1.50; Jackson, ch., tow. sup. 
of Sau Doo, nat. pr., care 
Rey. B. C. Thomas, Hentha- 
da, Burmah, 5.15; Kalama- 
z00, Ist ch. 18.40; 

Iowa. 

Central Iowa Asso., Gosport, 
ch., per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, 
agent, 

Oskaloosa Asso., Pella, Ogle 
Vierson 4; Rev. Mr. Boske- 
nooger 1; per Rey. 8. M. O., 
agent, 


Minnesota. 
Minnesota Asso., Hastings, ch., 
Rev. T. F. Thickstun, per 
Rev. 5. M. Osgood, agent, 
Southern Minnesota Asso., Le 
Roy, ch., per Rev. 8. M. O., 
agent, 
Vasa, Swede ch., per Rev. 0. 
Dodge, agent, 


Missouri. 
St. Louis, John Woodroof 


Delaware Mission, 


Delaware, ch., per Rev. J. G. 
Pratt, 
. Canada West. 
Port Hope, Wm. Craig 
Canada. 
Montreal, Rev. John Goadby 


In Foreign Countries, 


Siam, Bangkok, T. Miller, per 
Rev. 5. J. Smith, 

Assam, Sibsagor, ch., for nat. 
prs., per Rev, William Ward, 


Legacies, 


Thetford, Vt., Silas Follett, per 
2 


W. W. Baker Admr., 
Brandon, Vt., Dea. John Co- 
nant, bal., per John A. Co- 
nant Exr., 
Philadelphia, Miss Caroline Bai- 
ley, per Rey. J. French, 


198.68 


5.00 


35.00 


10.00 


5.00 


10.00 
16.82 


$4,664.15 


agent, 70.00 
Paw Paw, Mich., Miss Sarah 
Cram, per Rev. Zenas Case, 


ch., per Rey. 5. M. 0., agent, 
Ottawa Asso., Sublette, ch. 11; 

Lamoille, ch. 13.54; Men- 

dota, ch., 5.54; per Rev. 8. 

M. O., agent, 30.08 
Quincy Asso., Quincy, Vermont 

st, ch. 21.77; Kinderhook, 

ch. 8.40; Barry, ch., of wh. 4 


50.00 
-— 345.00 
$5,009.15 
Total from April 1, 1861, to January 31, 
1862, $38,388.29, 


99.38 
81.24 
30.00 
| 
24.47 
2.00 52.05 
29.91 
1.45 
4.00 
5.00 
5.00 
59.00 
? 
-40 
— 11.90 
79.75 
“4 
i 14.94 
2.00 
5.00 
9.00 
200.00 
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